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Current and Past Positions: 
Professor, Department of History, University of Pittsburgh, 2004- 

Associate Professor, Department of History, University of Pittsburgh, 1998-2003 

Faculty Research Associate, National Bureau of Economic Research, 2002- 

Senior Investigator and Project Leader, Center for Population Economics, University of Chicago, 2000- 

National Fellow, Hoover Institution, Stanford University, 1999-2000 

Assistant Professor, Department of History, University of Pittsburgh, 1992-98 

John M. Olin Faculty Fellow, University of Pittsburgh, 1995-96 

Education: 
B.S., Economics, May 1986. Marquette University, Milwaukee, WI . 

M.A., Economics, December 1988. Washington University, St. Louis, MO. 

Ph.D., Economics, June 1992. Washington University, St. Louis, MO. 

Research Interests: 
	Demography 

Economic History 

Industrial Organization 
	Law & Economics 

Political Economy 

Public Health 


 

Editorial Positions: 
Co-editor, Social Science History, Fall 1996-Summer 1999. 

Editorial Board, Journal of Economic History, January 2003- 

Grants:   

Senior Investigator, Early Indicators of Later Work Levels, Disease, and Death. Project leader: "The Political Economy of Public Health." National Institutes of Health. Grant AG10120-09A1, 2001-2006. (Principal Investigator: Robert Fogel, University of Chicago.) 

Principal Investigator, The Political Economy of Public Ownership. Earhart Foundation, Summer 1999. 

Principal Investigator, Identifying the Effects of Public Utility Regulation. Central Research Development Fund, University of Pittsburgh, 1997-1999. 

Principal Investigator, The Sources and Consequences of Public Ownership. Faculty of Arts and Sciences, University of Pittsburgh. Type I, Summer Grant, 1997. 

Principal Investigator, An Economic History of Public Utility Regulation. Faculty of Arts and Sciences, University of Pittsburgh. Type 1, Summer Grant, 1993. 

Publications: 
Books: 
Why Regulate Utilities? The New Institutional Economics and the Chicago Gas Industry, 1849-1924. Ann Arbor: The University of Michigan Press, 1996. 

Water, Race, and Disease. Cambridge: MIT Press, 2004. NBER Series Long-Term Factors in American Development. 

Poisoning the Well: Lead Water Pipes in the Modern World. In progress. 

Journal Articles and Book Chapters: 
"Water and Urban Development," Journal of Urban History, forthcoming. 

"Municipalizing American Waterworks, 1897-1915," Journal of Law, Economics, and Organization, vol. 19, no. 2 (October 2003): 546-67. Co-author: Rick Geddes, Cornell University . 

"Further Tests of Static Oligopoly Theory: Evidence from Distilling, 1881-1900," Journal of Industrial Economics, vol. 51, no. 2 (June 2003): 151-66. Co-author: Karen Clay, Carnegie Mellon University . 

"The Significance of Lead Water Mains in American Cities: Some Historical Evidence," Dora Costa (editor), Health and Labor Force Participation Over the Life Course. Chicago: University of Chicago Press and NBER, 2003. Co-author: Patty Beeson, University of Pittsburgh. (Refereed) 

"Strategic Behavior in Whiskey Distilling, 1887-1895," Journal of Economic History, vol. 62, no. 4, (December 2002): 999-1023. Co-author: Karen Clay, Carnegie Mellon University. 

"The Letters of John Sherman and the Origins of Antitrust," Review of Austrian Economics, vol. 15, no. 4, (December 2002): 275-97. 

"The Limits of Jim Crow: Race and the Provision of Water and Sewerage in American Cities, 1880-1925," Journal of Economic History, vol. 62, no. 3, (September 2002): 734-773. 

"Race, Disease, and the Provision of Water in American Cities, 1889-1921," Journal of Economic History, vol. 61, no. 3, (September 2001): 750-77. 

"Population Growth in U.S. Counties, 1840-1990," Regional Science and Urban Economics, vol. 31, no. 2, (June 2001): 669-99. Co-authors: Patty Beeson and Dave DeJong, University of Pittsburgh . 

"Squatting and the Settlement of the United States: New Evidence from Post-Gold Rush California," New Frontiers in Agricultural History, vol. 1, no. 1 (January 2000): 207-34. Co-author: Karen Clay, Carnegie Mellon University. (Refereed) 

"Did the Trusts Want a Federal Antitrust Law: An Event Study of State Antitrust Enforcement and Passage of the Sherman Act," in Jac Hekelman and Robert Whaples (editors). Public Choice Interpretations of American Economic History. New York: Kluwer Academic Press, 2000 

"Typhoid Rates and the Public Acquisition of Private Waterworks, 1880-1920," Journal of Economic History, vol. 59, no. 4, (December 1999): 927-48. 

"Patronage and Public-Sector Wages in 1896," Journal of Economic History, vol. 59, no. 2, (June 1999): 424-46. 

"Exclusive Dealing and the Whiskey Trust, 1890-1895," Journal of Economic History, vol. 58, no. 3, (September 1998): 755-78. 

"Postwar Economic Stabilization: A Stylized Half Truth," Critical Review, vol. 12, nos. 1-2 (Winter-Spring 1998): 77-93.

"The Sources of Public Ownership: Historical Evidence from the Gas Industry," Journal of Law, Economics, and Organization, vol. 13, no. 1, (April 1997): 1-27. 

"Antitrust Enforcement Before the Sherman Act: The Break-up of the Chicago Gas Trust Company," Explorations in Economic History, vol. 32, no. 1, (January 1995): 109-36. 

"The Institutional Antecedents of State Utility Regulation: The Chicago Gas Industry, 1860-1913," in Claudia Goldin and Gary Libecap (editors). The Regulated Economy: A Historical Approach to Political Economy. Chicago: NBER and University of Chicago Press, 1995. (Refereed) 

Short Publications:   

"A Note on the Efficacy of the German Coal and Steel Syndicates," Journal of European Economic History, vol. 18, no. 4, (December 1989): 595-600. 

Two entries on gas industry and public utilities forthcoming in Oxford Encyclopedia of Economic History. Joel Mokyr (editor in chief). New York: Oxford University Press. 

Book Reviews:    
Review of Broken Trusts: The Texas Attorney General versus the Oil Industry, 1889-1909, by Jonathan W. Singer. Published at http://www.eh.net/bookreviews/library/0723.shtml. 

Review of Ties that Bind: Problems in Urban Public Utility Regulation, by Charles Jacobson. Published in Journal of Economic History. 

Review of The Sanitary City: Urban Infrastructure in America from Colonial Times to the Present, by Martin V. Melosi. Published in Journal of Economic History. 

Review of Monopolies in America: Empire Builders and Their Enemies from Jay Gould to Bill Gates, by Charles R. Geisst. Published at http://www.eh.net/bookreviews/library/0280.shtml. 

Review of Cities of Light and Heat, by Mark Rose. Published in Journal of Economic History. 

Review of The Rise of Big Government in the United States, by John F. Walker and Harold F. Vatter. Published at http://www.eh.net/bookreviews/library/0052.shtml. 

Review of Gas Pipelines and the Emergence of America's Regulatory State, by Christopher Castaneda and Clarence Smith. Published in Journal of Economic History. 

Projects in Progress: 
Living and working with lead and other industrial pollutants in turn-of-the-century America. 

Measuring the contribution of public water and sewer systems to improvements in human health and longevity across different age groups such as infants and the very old, and across different socioeconomic groups, particularly African Americans, immigrant populations, and native-born whites. 

Paper Presentations and Conference Participation: 
2004
American Bar Foundation, Chicago (January) 

2003
Northwestern University (November) 

Princeton University, Woodrow Wilson School (October) 

NBER (July) (DAE Summer Institute); 

NBER (July) (Corruption and Reform Pre-Conference); 

Western Economics Association (July); 

NBER (April) (Cohort Studies); 

Early Indicators Conference, University of Chicago (May); 

Columbia University, Economic History Workshop (April); 

BREAD (Bureau for Research in Economic Analysis of Development) Conference, discussant (February); 

ASSA/American Economics Association (January); 

2002
Social Science History Association (October); 

Economic History Association (October); 

NBER (July) (DAE Summer Institute, no paper presented); 

NBER (July) (Corruption and Reform Planning Session, no paper presented); 

NBER (May) (Cohort Studies Meeting, no paper presented); 

Miami University, Ohio (April); 

Early Indicators Conference, University of Chicago (March); 

2001
Harvard University, Economic History Workshop (October); 

Cliometrics Society (May); 

NBER (February); 

2000
Columbia University, Political Economy Workshop (December); 

George Mason University, Economics (October); 

Ohio State University, Economics (October); 

Economic History Association (September); 

Montana State University, Economics (June); 

Caltech, Economic History Workshop (March); 

UCLA, Economic History Workshop (March); 

University of Chicago, Industrial Organization Workshop, GSB (February);

1999
Stanford University, Economics (October); 

Hoover Institution, Stanford University (October); 

Stanford Business School (October); 

NBER (July); 

Wake Forest University (April); 

Ohio State University, Economics (April); 

Carnegie Mellon University/University of Pittsburgh (March); 

1997   

University of Toronto/Cliometrics Society (May); 

Carnegie Mellon University/University of Pittsburgh (March); 

Northwestern University, Economics (October); 

University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana, Economics (October); 

1996  

University of Toledo (April 1996); 

Public Choice Society (March 1994); 

NBER (June 1993); 

Cliometrics Society (May 1993); 

NBER (October 1992); 

George Mason University (April 1992); 

George Mason University (November 1992); 

Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville (April 1991).

Professional Service: 
Referee: Journal of Economic History; Journal of Law and Economics; Journal of Law, Economics, and Organization; Journal of Industrial Economics; Explorations in Economic History; American Economic Review; and Social Science History. 

Teaching Experience: 
Classes Taught: American Economic History; United States History, 1865-Present; Quantitative Methods for Historians (graduate); Readings in World History (graduate); Intellectual Foundations of Capitalism; Principles of Microeconomics; and Public Finance. 

Professional Affiliations and Memberships: 
American Economics Association; American Law and Economics Association; Cliometrics Society; Economic History Association; Social Science History Association. 
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