Erik Owens
 Curriculum Vitae
CURRENT POSITION
July 2006 - present: Assistant Director of the Boisi Center for Religion and American Public Life, and Adjunct Assistant Professor of Theology, Boston College. 
The Boisi Center for Religion and American Public Life
24 Quincy Road
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 02467
phone: 617-552-1860 | fax: 617-552-1863
Assistant Director: 
Erik Owens | 617-552-1861 | erik.owens.1@bc.edu
EDUCATION
(Ph.D.) The University of Chicago, December 2006. 
· Major Field: Religious Ethics 

· Dissertation: "Civic Education for Religious Freedom: Liberal Republicanism and the Common Good in American Public Schools" 
· Committee: Jean Bethke Elshtain (Advisor); Franklin I. Gamwell; W. Clark Gilpin 
M.T.S. Harvard University Divinity School, 1996 
· Major Field: Religion and Society 
B.A. Duke University, 1994, magna cum laude 
· Major Fields: Public Policy Studies, Religion 

· Special Distinction in Religion awarded for Senior Honors Thesis 
PREVIOUS POSITIONS 
2005-2006: Visiting Fellow, Center on Religion and Democracy, The University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA 
2003 (Winter/Spring): Teaching Intern, Social Sciences Collegiate Division, The University of Chicago, Chicago, IL ("Classics of Social and Political Thought")
2001-2003: Interim Administrative Director (June - September 2001) and Research Associate (2001-2003), The Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life, Chicago, IL
2000-2002: Instructor, Religious Studies, DePaul University, Chicago, IL ("Business, Ethics and Society")
2000-2001: Research Analyst, City of Chicago Board of Ethics, Chicago, IL 
1996-1998: Research Assistant, Doris Kearns Goodwin, Concord, MA 
HONORS AND AWARDS
Visiting Fellowship, Center on Religion and Democracy, University of Virginia (2005-2006)
Spencer Foundation Dissertation Fellowship for Research Related to Education (2004-2005)
Doolittle-Harrison Travel Fellowship (2005) 
Finalist, Charlotte Newcombe Dissertation Fellowship (2003-2004)
Bradley Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship (2001-2004)
Martin Marty Center Dissertation Fellowship, The University of Chicago (2002-2003)
University of Chicago Divinity School Scholarship (1998-2001)
PUBLICATIONS
Books and Edited Volumes:
Religion and the Death Penalty: A Call for Reckoning. (Edited, with John Carlson and Eric Elshtain.) Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2004. 
The Sacred and the Sovereign: Religion and International Politics. (Edited, with John Carlson.) Washington, DC: Georgetown University Press, 2003. 
Peer Reviewed Articles and Book Chapters
"Religion and Capital Punishment: An Introduction" (with Eric Elshtain). In Religion and the Death Penalty, 2004. 
"Sovereignty after September 11: What Has Changed?" In The Sacred and the Sovereign, 2003. 
"Reconsidering Westphalia's Legacy for Religion and International Politics" (with John Carlson). In The Sacred and the Sovereign, 2003. 
"Taking the 'Public' Out of Our Schools: The Political, Constitutional and Civic Implications of Private School Vouchers." Journal of Church and State 44:4 (Autumn 2002): 717-747. 
Other Articles
"The Death Penalty: Legal Aspects." In Religion Past and Present: The Encyclopedia of Theology and Religion [English adaptation of Religion in Geschichte und Gegenwart, 4e], H.D. Betz, D. Browning, B. Janowski and E. Jüngel, eds. Leiden: Brill, 2006.
"Religious Displays on Public Property." In The Encyclopedia of Religious Freedom, C. Cookson, ed. New York: Berkshire/Routledge, 2003. 
"Mitchell v. Helms," "Religious Freedom (Istook) Amendment," "Boy Scouts of America v. Dale," and "Religion in the 1994 Elections." In The Encyclopedia of American Religion and Politics, Paul A. Djupe and Laura R. Olson, eds. New York: Facts on File, 2003.
"Transitions and Traditions: Use of Force in International Politics." Criterion, Spring 2001. 
"Rethinking Religion and Sovereignty." Sightings, September 14, 2000. 
Book Reviews 
Does God Belong in Public Schools? by Kent Greenawalt. Journal of Religion 86:3 (July 2006). 
The Ways of Judgment, by Oliver O'Donovan. Anglican Theological Review 88:2 (Spring 2006). 
Getting Over Equality: A Critical Diagnosis of Religious Freedom in America, by Steven D. Smith. Journal of Religion 84:2 (April 2004): 319-320. 
PAPERS AND PRESENTATIONS
"Civic Education for Religious Freedom," Society of Christian Ethics, January 2007. (Shorter version also delivered at American Academy of Religion, November 2006). 
"Disestablishment as Legal Paideia?" American Academy of Religion, November 2006. 
"Religion, Public Education and the Power of Persuasion: Assessing Michael McConnell's 'Educational Disestablishment' as a Form of Pluralism." American Political Science Association, September 2006. 
"Do Good Citizens Need the Good Book? Teaching the Bible in American Public Schools." The inaugural Illinois Forum on Religion in America, University of Illinois, April 2006. 
Book discussion session: Religion and the Death Penalty: A Call for Reckoning, Society of Christian Ethics, January 2006.
"Religious Freedom and Civic Education in American Public Schools." Stanford University School of Education, December 2005.
"Pragmatic Citizenship and the Democratic Virtues in Stout's Democracy and Tradition." Religion and the Democratic Prospect conference, University of Chicago, February 2005. 
"Judging Religious Freedom in American Public Schools: The Supreme Court's New Conception of Citizenship?" Society of Christian Ethics, January 2005. 
"Religious Freedom and Civic Education in American Public Schools: Lessons from the Supreme Court." Religion and the Democratic Prospect conference, University of Chicago, May 2004.
"Integrating Civic Virtues and Religious Studies in American Public Schools." American Academy of Religion, Midwest Region, April 2004. 
Book discussion session: The Sacred and the Sovereign: Religion and International Politics, Society of Christian Ethics, January 2004. 
"Private School Vouchers and Religious Freedom." Public Theology Working Group, Martin Marty Center, University of Chicago Divinity School, March 2002. 
"Religion and the Presidency: Comparing Carter and Reagan." (Senior Honors Thesis, Duke University, 1994). Selected as a required text for the course "Ethical Issues in Twentieth Century America" at Duke University, Fall 1994 and 1995. 
COURSES TAUGHT
("Religion and Citizenship," Boston College, Spring 2007.) 
"Classics of Social and Political Thought," University of Chicago, Spring/Winter 2003. 
"Business, Ethics and Society," DePaul University, Spring 2000 and 2002, Summer 2000
TEACHING COMPETENCE
Primary: Religious ethics (including theological and philosophical approaches); religion and political thought (historical and contemporary, applied and theoretical); citizenship and civic education; theories of justice; religion and the U.S. Constitution. 
Secondary: Religion and international relations; business ethics; theories and methods in religious studies; American religious history.
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
American Academy of Religion
American Educational Research Association
American Political Science Association
Association for Political Theory
Philosophy of Education Society
Society of Christian Ethics
UNIVERSITY SERVICE
Faculty Performance Review, The University of Chicago Divinity School, Winter 2003. 
Conference organizer, "A Call for Reckoning: Religion and the Death Penalty," The University of Chicago, January 2002. 
Conference organizer, "The Sacred and the Sovereign: Human Rights, the Use of Force, and Religious Pluralism at Century's Dawn," The University of Chicago, October 2000. 
Founding member of two ongoing Graduate Workshops at The University of Chicago: Public Theology (starting Fall 2000) and Law and Religion (starting Fall 2003). 
Harvard Divinity School Representative, Harvard Graduate Council, 1995-1996. 
