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Education


Ph.D.

August 2003





University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Virginia





Major Field: American Government, Judicial Politics





Minor Field: Political Theory





Dissertation: Why Courts Matter: Agency Responses to the U.S. Courts of Appeals




Committee: David Klein, David O’Brien, Steven Finkel, David Martin
Abstract:  The study investigates whether courts meaningfully influence the behavior of federal agencies by examining how administrators respond to adverse decisions from the U.S. Courts of Appeals.  The research indicates that administrators obey courts because of their professionalism and their respect for legal processes.  Results are based on a quantitative model and interviews with agency personnel.


M.A. 2001

University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA





Major Field: American Government, Judicial Politics


Thesis: More than Words: Strategic Citations by the U.S. Supreme Court, 1953-1997

B.A. 1998

College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, MA





Major: History





Graduated summa cum laude
Articles


“The Use of Rhetorical Sources by the U.S. Supreme Court.”  2006.  Law & Society Review.  Forthcoming: December, 2006.

“Fear of Reversal as an Explanation of Lower Court Compliance.”  2003.  With David Klein.  Law & Society Review 37 (September): 579-606.

Working Papers


“The Importance of Legal Goals in the Responses of Agencies to the U.S. Courts of Appeals.”  Manuscript submitted to the Political Research Quarterly.


“Administrative Appeals to the U.S. Supreme Court: The Importance of Legal Signals.”  Manuscript submitted to the Journal of Empirical Legal Studies.

Conference Papers

“The Limits of Precedent: Agency Nonacquiescence in Federal Immigration Cases.”  2006.  Paper Presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association.  Philadelphia, PA.

“Administrative Appeals to the U.S. Supreme Court: A Look inside the Agency.”  2006.  Paper Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Southern Political Science Association.  Atlanta, GA.

“The Influence of Bureaucratic Structure on the Responses of Agencies to the U.S. Courts of Appeals.”  2005.  Paper Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Southern Political Science Association.  New Orleans, LA.

“Agency Responses to the U.S. Courts of Appeals.”  2002.  Paper Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Southern Political Science Association.  Savannah, GA.

“Mere Words?  The Supreme Court’s Use of Rhetorical Sources to Encourage Compliance.”  2001. Paper Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association.  Chicago, IL.

“Fear of Reversal as an Influence on Lower Court Decision Making.”  With David Klein.  2000.  Paper Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Southern Political Science Association.  Atlanta, GA.

Teaching Experience


2005-present
Assistant Professor, Fordham University, Department of Political Science

· Constitutional Law, Civil Rights & Liberties, Law & Society, Judicial Behavior, Introduction to Politics

2003-2005
Visiting Professor, University of Richmond, Department of Political Science

· Civil Rights and Civil Liberties, Introduction to American Government, Introduction to Public Policy, Introduction to Research Methods

2002 Instructor, University of Virginia, Department of Politics

· President and Congress
1999-2001 Teaching Assistant, University of Virginia, Department of Politics

· Separation of Powers and Federalism (Constitutional Law 1), Civil Rights and Civil Liberties (Constitutional Law 2), Judicial Process and Policymaking
1999 
Teaching Assistant, Phillips Academy, Andover, MA

· Great Issues in American History, International Relations

Honors, Grants, and Awards


Fellowship, Department of Politics, University of Virginia, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002


Phi Beta Kappa, Phi Alpha Theta

Professional Organizations and Activities

American Political Science Association, Midwest Political Science Association, Southern Political Science Association, American Judicature Society

