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     Yonas Biru

Yonas BIRU

1936 Wallace Ave 



            Work  Phone: (202) 473 - 1268

Silver Spring, MD, 20902                                       Home Phone: (301) 946-7828
EDUCATION

Ph.D., Economics, 1992;   M.A.,    Economics, 1986;   B.S.,  Economics,  1983

George Mason University, Fairfax, Virginia

EXPERIENCE

The World Bank, Washington, D.C.,                       November 2002 to Present

Deputy Global Manager, the International Comparison Program (ICP) 
Responsibilities:

· Managing and coordinating the International Comparison Program (ICP) work in Asia, Latin Asia, the Middle East, and in 18 Ring countries. The Ring countries represent selected countries from 6 regions of the world.
· In Charge of all ICP Research work. – Initiated, managed and brought to fruition important innovations in critical areas of the program that helped strengthen the ICP and national statistical capacity building in the area of economic statistics. 
· Leading a global effort to improve poverty specific Purchasing Power Parities (PPPs). I established an external Poverty Advisory Group (PAG). The PAG provides technical assistance to the ICP program, with the objective of (a) addressing long-standing methodological issues related to the Bank’s $1 per day poverty line and (b) bringing poverty specific PPPs into the mainstream work of the ICP.
· Editor of the ICP Bulletin. The newsletter is published in 5 languages. It promotes an active exchange of information on program implementation experiences, and methodological develop​ments. It presents summary reports of case studies and abstracts of research papers and their findings. 
· Managed the development of numerous software packages that are used globally for data collection, validation, processing, archiving and dissemination.
The World Bank, Washington, D.C.,                                                Sept. 1999 to Nov 2002

Senior Economist, Development Data Group (DECDG)

Responsibilities:

· Developed a global ICP strategic framework and helped establish regional hubs in Asia, Africa, Latin America, and the Middle East for the 2005 Round of ICP.

The global proposal has been endorsed by the UN Statistical Commission.

Prepared regional proposals and work plans, in close collaboration with regional agencies, for Africa, Asia, the middle East, and Latin America; successfully promoted ICP as a flagship regional capacity building program in Africa, Asia, and the Middle East, and as such laid the ground work for bringing ICP into the mainstream of national statistical work; lined up national and regional level support for the global program; and broadened the scope of global partnership by bringing IMF, UNDP, ILO, WHO and FAO as active partners in research and program collaboration.

( 
Mobilizing resources for regional programs.

Helped prepared successful fund-raising strategies to mobilize resources for regional programs. The accomplishment on the regional front was a critical component of the global fund-raising. Because of the success, the fund-raising target for Africa, for example, has been raised from US$10 to US$16 million. The African program, as a result, has become a major capacity building initiative. In Latin America a fund-raising plan is in place to mobilize US$3 million.  Asia and the Middle East are preparing to launch regional fund-raising efforts. 

· Managing ICP research and preparing ICP status reports.

Organized an international ICP seminar, in close collaboration with OECD, in 2001. I helped broaden the topics of the seminar to address critical data issues, including data quality, editing procedure, integration of ICP with CPI, and application of PPP data for poverty and income inequality work. The seminar was praised both by experts and practitioners as an excellent and exemplary. 

Organized meeting with regional coordinators immediately after the seminar, with a view to getting their full support and endorsement of the ICP draft proposal. Having the full support and endorsement of regional coordinators was critical to get the support and endorsement of the UN Statistical Commission.

Initiated and supervised a research paper on the integration of ICP and CPI that was prepared by a consultant.  The paper has been accepted for publication as an annex of the forthcoming CPI manual. The manual will be published by ILO/IMF.

Initiated and led research on the integration of ICP and poverty monitoring work. Supervised a pilot study on poverty PPPs in 4 Asian countries, in close collaboration with ESCAP staff.  The work has since been expanded to cover 5 African countries.. 

Identified critical areas of ICP research and organized a successful global ICP conference, and expert group meetings in March 2002. The conference and the expert group meetings were attended by 60 prominent experts and practitioners from all corners of the world. Twenty two papers were presented on a number of outstanding issues with special emphasis on survey framework, compilation of expenditure weights, regional linking, and organizational coordination and management.

Prepared specifications and functional requirements for a comprehensive and integrated ICP software, and co-managed the development of the software with 2 other DECDG colleagues. 
(  Promoting wider dissemination and use of PPP data.
Initiated and managed the development of ICP web site, and promoted wider uses of PPP estimates. 

(   Compiling the World Bank’s PPP data and preparing accompanying texts and technical notes for the World Bank flagship publications: World Development Indicators (WDI), the World Bank Atlas and World Development Report (WDR). 

The World Bank, Washington, D.C.,                                            Oct. 1992 to Sept. 1999

Consultant, Development Data Group (DECDG)

Responsibilities:

( 
Planning, implementation and management of the 1996 round of ICP surveys.

Assisted in the planning, implementation and coordination of a new and much expanded global ICP survey in 1996. 

Managed the Caribbean regional ICP programme including 13 countries. This involved coordinating national surveys; organizing and conducting  ICP workshops; providing technical assistance during the survey phase of the program; computing regional purchasing power parities (PPPs); and preparing a final report of the comparison. 

(   Compiling the World Bank’s PPP data and preparing accompanying texts and technical notes for the World Bank flagship publications: World Development Indicators (WDI), the World Bank Atlas and World Development Report (WDR). 

Processed regional PPP estimates for Africa, Asia, the Caribbean and the Middle East; linked regional benchmark results and prepared a consistent global PPP database; using regression model estimated PPP equivalent estimates for non-benchmark countries, and generated time series GNP/GDP estimates. 

(  Compiling Poverty Specific Purchasing Power Parities (PPPs) for WDR 2001
Prepared PPPs for consumption that is used as deflators to compute the Bank’s $1/day international poverty threshold. This involved generating globally consistent poverty PPP rates from various ICP benchmark regional comparisons. It also involved preparing regression based estimates for non-benchmark countries.

(  Promoting wider dissemination and uses of PPP data.
Initiated and supervised the development of ICP web site. Conducted ICP workshop on the uses and limitations of PPP data to Bank Economists in the African and Latin American Regions.

Submitted a proposal to African Technical Department (AFT) to include PPP data in the African Development Indicators (ADI); supervised two short term AFT consultants to prepare PPP sample tables and introductory texts for AFT management. As a result of this work decision was made by AFT management to incorporate PPP data in ADI. 

Served as a contact person for PPP related queries. Liaised with international institutions such as EuroCost, IMF and UNDP on issues pertinent to PPP.  Worked closely with IMF, UNDP and IMD and provided them with PPP data for their respective flagship publications, namely WEO, HDR and WCY (the World Competitive Yearbook).  Provided technical assistance to IMD and UNDP on the uses of PPP data in their reports.

· Organizing and conducting workshops and seminars on PPPs and national and international prices; and providing technical assistance on issues pertinent to PPPs and price indexes.

Organized PREM Seminar - “PREM Seminar on Prices and PPPs: What is Real? How Prices are Measured Matters,” April 3, 1998, World Bank. The full-day seminar attracted leading experts and scholars in the field of international price and quantity comparison from the IMF, US BEA, US BLS and European and US Universities. The seminar provided a platform to discuss the latest thinking on price measurement and the relevance of price statistics to policy making. 

Made presentations on the uses of PPP data and/or PPP aggregation methods at numerous Macro-economic training workshop for World Bank economists; at a number annual training sessions organized by the US Bureau of Labor Statistics; at the annual meeting of the Standing Committee of Caribbean Statisticians in St. Lucia (1997); at the joint ISI and ISS Poverty Conference in Voorburg, Netherlands (1997); at the UNDP Seminar on “Indexes of Human development,” New York (1997);  at the Expert Group on Poverty Statistics Second Meeting, in Rio de Janeiro (1998); at PREM Seminar on Prices and PPPs, World Bank (1998), at African Development Bank, Abidjan (1998); at the joint IASS/IAOS “Conference on Statistics for Economic and Social Development,” Aguascalientes, Mexico (1998); at ICP workshop in Amman, Jordan (1995) and Kingston Jamaica (1996); at ICP Conference in St. Petersburg, Russia (1999); at the ESCAP Committee on Statistics meeting in Bangkok, November 2000 and 2001, and at Consultation on the European Comparison Programme, in Geneva, November 2001.




Assisted the former IEC Statistical Advisor (Mr. Ramish Chander) to prepare a workshop for the UN Inter-Agency Task Force on Poverty Measurement; undertook a review of current practices in the measurement of poverty; assisted in preparing questionnaire; analyzed survey responses, prepared a summary of the findings, and, with the guidance of the Statistical Advisor wrote the final report of the Task Force (1995).
· Conducting research on ICP and related issues

Initiated and spearheaded DECDG’s effort to harmonize ICP and LSMS surveys, with a view to generating poverty specific PPPs and country level regional price indices. Wrote a successful proposal to conduct a pilot project to integrate the ICP survey methodology with poverty measurement and monitoring exercises in six African countries and received $40,000 RSB funding. The ultimate aim of this work was to replicate the approach in other developing countries both within Africa and elsewhere.

Conducted poverty analysis of 56 countries using PPP data from the ICP database (1994) and co-authored a paper with Sultan Ahmad; wrote a research paper “The Purchasing Power of the Poor in Zambia” and presented it at Bank and international conferences; supervised 2 research papers on “core inflation” and another one “on poverty monitoring in Nepal” written by 3 summer interns in 1996, 1997 and 1998.  One of the papers, “Autonomous and Volatile Price Movements- The Case of China,” authored by Mr. X. Zhang was accepted for publication by the Review of Income and Wealth. 
Economics and Finance Division, African Technical Department, World Bank

Consultant, African Development Indicators                                  Aug. 1991 to Dec. 1991

( Prepared two chapters on National Accounts and Environment for publication in African Development Indicators, published by UNDP and World Bank, 1992.

   Compiled time series data on national accounts for 52 African Nations and prepared the accompanying texts and technical notes. Compiled GDP and its components by industrial origin as well as by expenditure.

Prepared data on natural resources, their use by sector and the trends in their use.  The environmental indicators included information on natural endowments, including land area and uses, forest resources, wood production and consumption, water resources, commercial energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions. 

Education and Health Division, Human Resources Department

Consultant                      



          
                          Jun. 1988 to Jul. 1988

( Gathered data on primary education, modified the IRR model to estimate sensitivity of the rate of return to primary education with respect to class repetition(s).

George Mason University, Fairfax, Virginia 

Teaching/Research Assistant and Consultant to Director of Minority Students Office 

                                                                                                      Aug. 1988 to May 1990

( Held graduate teaching assistant positions. Courses include: Intermediate Micro Economics, Introductory Micro Economics, and Economic Development

(
Organized and conducted tutorial sessions for minority students in Math, Economics and Statistics; as a short term consultant to the Director of the Minority Students office, conducted a statistical study to identify the sources of academic shortcomings of minority students. 

Graduate Research Assistant                                                            Aug. 1985 to May 1987

(
Conducted library research on various economic and social issues.

(
Held graduate teaching assistant positions: Courses included introductory and intermediate statistics and Decision Sciences.

PUBLICATIONS, RESEARCH PAPERS and REPORTS

“Proposal for International Comparison Programme for Africa: Providing Information Base for the Millennium Development Goals and Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers” April 2002.

 “Update of the World Bank’s Report on the International Comparison Program (Feb 2002), room document - UN Statistical Commission 

“International Comparison Programme (ICP 2003), Detailed Draft Work Plan and Time able” (July 2001), report submitted to the UN Statistical Commission. 

“Implementation plan for the International Comparison Programme (ICP) World Bank Statement”, (Feb 2001), report submitted to the UN Statistical Commission. 

“The Purchasing Power of the Poor in Zambia,” (1999) in The Perception of Poverty ed. by Graham Pyatt and Michael Ward, ISI, Netherlands; a paper Presented at the joint ISI and ISS Poverty Conference in Voorburg, Netherlands (1997) and at the Expert Group on Poverty Statistics Second Meeting, in Rio de Janeiro (1998).

“Linking price and expenditure surveys from ICP and LSMS sources”, DECDG mimeo (1997), a paper presented at the Expert Group on Poverty Statistics Second Meeting, in Rio de Janeiro, 1998.

“Purchasing Power Parities; Volume and Price Level Comparison for the Caribbean Region, 1993: Results of the ICP Regional Comparison,” forthcoming (December 1998), to be published by the Secretariat of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM).

“International Comparison Programme Training Materials (1995). The training material consists of five papers: 1) The objectives of ICP, 2) Overview of the History of ICP, 3) Data requirement for ICP participation, 4) Uses of ICP data, and 5) PPP compilation methods.  Four of the five papers were used as training materials at the ICP workshops in Amman, Jordan (1995) and Kingston, Jamaica (1996).

“A Survey of programs and activities of international agencies on poverty measurement” (1995), a report prepared for the UN Inter-Agency Task Force on Poverty Measurement.

“Purchasing Power Parities and Poverty Lines,” IECDD mimeo (1994), co-authored with Sultan Ahmad

“The Political Consequences of Economic and Legal Arrangements: Structural Causes of Black African Coups d’etat - A Public Choice Perspective,” PhD. Dissertation (1992). 

“Aggregate Planing in the Soviet Economy: A Critical Assessment of Central Planing,” published in Productions and Operations Management. Boston, Allyn and Bacon Inc. (1988)

BANK MISSIONS

Represented the Bank at various international conferences, workshops and meetings, including in Ghana, Cote d’Ivoire, Guyana, Jamaica, St.  Lucia, Brazil, Mexico, Jordan, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Russia, NY and Pennsylvania.

COMPUTER SKILLS

Software       -  Proficient in Lotus 123, Excel, Word,  and SAS

Programming  -  MS Access and Visual Basic

HONORS / AWARDS

George Mason Graduate Fellowship - 1987 to 1989

Bradley Fellowship - 1989 to 1991
