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By Nora Samuelson

Former Intern and Fellow Tacy Flint ’99 has a lot to celebrate and a lot to look forward to. 

In January, Tacy was selected to be one of four law clerks for U.S. Supreme Court Justice Stephen Breyer. After a lengthy selection process, she will be taking her place alongside 35 of the most talented young lawyers in the nation.

Throughout her time at Princeton, Tacy held a fascination for law and justice. However, a Princeton Project 55 internship with Lawyers for Children in New York began to foster her interest in government and public interest law. 

With Lawyers for Children, an organization that represents children in the New York City foster care system, she worked as a social work intern. This experience gave Tacy her first taste of social policy and advocacy, allowing her to engage one-on-one with lawyers and the children they represented.

“It was fantastic. It made it easy to want to do a PP55 Fellowship,” Tacy said. 

Tacy applied to be a Princeton Project 55 Fellow during her senior year and was awarded a Fellowship with United Neighborhood Houses (UNH), an organization that advocates for community centers in New York. 

However, the summer before her Fellowship was to begin, Tacy was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s Disease, a form of leukemia. Although she underwent extensive treatment, it did not stop her from taking on her Fellowship, and she is grateful for the support that Judy Hole Suratt s’55 and Chet Safian ’55 provided as she plunged ahead into her Fellowship and her career. 

Her supervisors at UNH were also very supportive and accommodating and as a Fellow at UNH, Tacy gained valuable experience working with state and local government by engaging in social advocacy and policy writing. 

“Working with government opened me up to a world of public law,” said Tacy, “I was not a politics junkie, but working in the environment helped to change that. You realize that what Congress does influences what lawyers do.” 

After completing her Fellowship and confronting cancer, Tacy continued on her law trajectory by attending law school at the University of Chicago. 

Between her second and third year of law school, the cancer returned, forcing her to take time away from school to once again undergo treatment. It did not put her professional goals on hold for very long. She fought back, returning to school and graduating in 2004. Shortly afterward, she passed the Illinois bar exam.

Through her trials and triumphs, Tacy exemplifies what it means to be a and Princeton Project 55 Fellow and a Princetonian "in the nation's service," conquering urban injustice, law school, and cancer along the way. 

