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	This thesis is an analysis of &ldquo;The Profession of Faith of the Savoyard Vicar&rdquo; in Rousseau's <italic>Emile</italic>, along with what I believe to be a necessary consideration of the place of its natural religion in Rousseau's larger project. I will outline my understanding of this project in the Introduction, and the role of religion in it (as presented in &ldquo;On Civil Religion&rdquo;) in Chapter One. In Chapter Two, I will consider the interpretive implications of the characters in the Profession, and the necessary antagonism of religion and philosophy. This brings me to the central chapter, where I give an analysis aimed at understanding the Vicar's faith. In Chapter Four I consider the contribution the Profession makes to the problem of religion and philosophy, and in the final chapter the contribution it makes to the problem of religion and politics&mdash;particularly the lesson it gives to the Legislator. 
  


