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	This study asks whether Mexican Americans will pursue traditional immigrant ethnic or racial minority politics. The historical experience of Mexicans in the United States suggests the latter, while contemporary social and economic trends the former. Yet the critical variable examined here is political structure. It is argued that today's post-civil-rights regime offers incentives to Mexican-American leaders to define the group's political interests in terms similar to those used by black leaders. Available survey data on salient issues (abortion, foreign policy, busing, bilingual education, racial discrimination, affirmative action, and immigration) are examined for cleavages between Mexican-American leaders and the rank-and-file. In two different political contexts--San Antonio and Los Angeles--four different styles of Mexican-American politics are examined: friends-and-neighbors, elite-network, protest, and organizational. The latter involves a comparison of Alinsky organizations in the two cities. The functional equivalent of now defunct political machines, these community organizations are analyzed as the kind of bridging or mediating institutions necessary to teach poorly educated immigrants, many from rural backgrounds, how to negotiate the gap between the private world of family and face-to-face ties and the public world of formal, instrumental relationships. The dearth of such institutions in Los Angeles contributes to the result that Mexican Americans there have long been less successful at politics than their less well educated and less affluent cousins in San Antonio. And even though Mexican Americans in San Antonio and South Texas generally have often been treated as a racial caste, their politics is today more moderate and much more within the traditional ethnic mold than that of their counterparts in Los Angeles and California, where Mexican Americans have experienced the social and economic mobility characteristic of immigrants in America. Indeed, Mexican-American politics in Los Angeles is strident and very much in the minority mold. Similarly, in the national arena, where groups such as the Mexican American Legal Defense and Education Fund and the League of United Latin American Citizens operate, the influence of our post-civil-rights regime is very much in evidence. 
  


