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	Abstract (Document Summary)

	This dissertation concerns the political thought of the 16 th century thinker Francisco Suarez. Among some political theorists and historians, there is a continuing debate surrounding the origins and nature of liberal democracy. Some place Suarez in a line of thought which has its foundations in the medieval jurists and later scholastic theologians and which is then developed by the more modern thinkers, such as Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau, while others see the modern thinkers as departing from Suarez. In addition, most commentators ignore or give little attention to key areas of his work pertaining to church/state relations and subjective natural rights and natural law---both of which are important factors in assessing his relationship to liberal democracy. Although Suarez writes of a "state of nature," two "social contracts," political power and popular sovereignty, and subjective natural rights and law, he has a specific qualified understanding of these notions which are rooted in his overall hierarchical view of God and nature, and the political and ecclesial powers and communities. Consequently, whatever he claims regarding the naturalness and "independence" and "autonomy" of the political order, he does not retreat from the supernatural and spiritual order. The connection between these two orders manifests itself most especially in the relation between the political power and the spiritual power of the Church under the rubric of the indirect power of the pope in temporal matters. Suarez distinguishes between the non-Christian king and kingdom and the Christian king and kingdom, resulting in two different relations between the two powers. Furthermore, Suarez does claim that there are subjective natural rights that have their ultimate foundation in the fact that man is made in the image of God, and is master of himself. These rights are understood in connection with man's social nature, whereby man lives in community with others in order that he might reach the end for which he was created. Laws are a primary means to lead man to this end. Thus, any natural rights that one possesses are always conditioned by these laws, especially the natural moral law which gives rights their purposeful direction.
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