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APPOINTMENTS 

Senior Advisor, International Organization Affairs, United States Department of State, 2006-. I am currently on leave from my academic appointment to serve in this position.
Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Carthage College, August, 2006-.
Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Carthage College, 2000-2006.


Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy, Rome Campus of the University of Dallas, 1999-2000.

Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Political Science, Boston College, 1998-99.

EDUCATION
 

Ph.D., University of Chicago, Committee on Social Thought, Fall 1998. “War, Politics, and Writing in Machiavelli’s Art of War.” 

M.A., University of Chicago, Committee on Social Thought, 1993. “Democracy, Community, and Virtue in Aristotle’s Politics.”

B.A., St. John's College, Annapolis, 1988.

PUBLICATIONS 

Book

Niccolò Machiavelli: Art of War Translated, Edited and with a Commentary. University of Chicago Press, September, 2003; paperback, May, 2005.  


In my introduction to this major work, I treat its historical context and contemporary relevance and critically consider its treatment by military historians and political scientists. My translation strives for fidelity to the original and for readability. My extended interpretive essay further treats the historical context and offers a thoroughgoing interpretation of the work from historical, strategic, and political points of view.
Articles and Chapters
“A Commentary on the Art of War,” in A Arte da Guerra. Livraria Martins Fontes Editora Ltda., São Paolo, forthcoming. A republication of my book’s interpretative essay.
“Machiavelli on Reading the Bible Judiciously,” Hebraic Political Studies, Winter, 2006 (refereed). An examination of Machiavelli’s critique of, and surprising debt to, teachings of the Hebrew Bible in his Prince and Discourses on Livy.
 (“Publications,” cont’d)

“The Ordine Nuovo of Machiavelli’s Arte della guerra: Reforming Ancient Matter,” under review, Sixteenth Century Journal, submitted September, 2006 (refereed). An examination of Machiavelli’s transformation of the military works of major ancient Greek and Roman writers (especially Vegetius and Polybius) through an analysis of the structure of his Art of War.

 “Machiavelli’s Imperial Critique of the Ancients: A Reconsideration,” to be submitted Summer, 2007 to American Journal of Political Science (refereed). I argue that Machiavelli, for all his bellicose imperialism, was in fact deeply critical of Rome’s unlimited republican empire and preferred a flexible alliance system that was expansionist, but within strict limits; it was bellicose as well, yet with mercenary rather than imperial intent.

Reviews
Review of The Art of Power: Machiavelli, Nietzsche, and the Making of Aesthetic Political Theory in Perspectives on Politics, forthcoming.

“Making War: The Triumph of Just-War Theory,” review essay in The Weekly Standard, 11/03/2003.
“Could We Have Won Vietnam?” review essay in The Weekly Standard, 09/30/2002.
“Machiavelli Alone,” review of Louis Althusser’s Machiavelli and Us and Leo Paul de Alvarez’s The Machiavellian Enterprise in the Review of Politics, Spring, 2001.

PAPERS

“Alliance versus Empire in Machiavelli’s Discourses on Livy,” presented at the American Political Science Association Meeting, Philadelphia, PA, 2006. 
“Machiavelli on Rome’s Republican Empire,” presented at the conference “Empire and Liberty” at the University of Chicago, May, 2005.
“Machiavelli on Reading the Bible Judiciously,” presented at a conference on political Hebraism, Shalem Center, Jerusalem, 2004.

“War and Foreign Affairs in Machiavelli’s Florentine Histories,” Western Political Science Association Meeting, Denver, CO, 2003.

“Machiavelli as Mercenary Captain: the Literary Aspect of Machiavelli’s Art of War,” American Political Science Association Meeting, Boston, MA, 1998.

 “Necessity in Machiavelli’s Art of War,” American Political Science Association Meeting, Washington, D.C., 1997.

“War in Machiavelli’s Discourses,” Political Theory Workshop, University of Chicago, 1996.
CONFERENCES, LECTURES, PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITY

“The Once and Future Empire of the Tuscans,” a lecture sponsored by the Department of Philosophy, Loyola College, October, 2006.
Invited participant in “Defending Democracy, Defeating Terrorism,” a fellowship program sponsored by the Foundation for Defense of Democracies, Summer, 2006.

Invited participant at “Liberty and Machiavelli’s Art of War,” a conference directed by Paul Rahe of the University of Tulsa, August, 2005.

Invited participant, Lehrman Summer Institute on Constitutional Thought, Princeton University, June 17-July 2, 2005.

Conceived and co-directed (with Nathan Tarcov) “Empire and Liberty,” a conference at the Olin Center for the Inquiry into the Theory and Practice of Democracy at the University of Chicago, May 6-7, 2005.

“The Art of War,” a lecture sponsored by the Department of Political Science, Marquette University, October, 2004.

“John Paul II on War and Peace,” a lecture sponsored by the Department of Philosophy, Loyola College, February, 2004.

Invited participant at “The Responsibility of Strategic Thinking in a Free Society,” a conference directed by Michael Handel of the United States Naval War College, 2000. 

Invited participant at “War and Liberty: Thucydides and Plutarch,” a conference directed by Alberto Coll of the United States Naval War College, 1999.

“Is Politics the Continuation of War by Other Means?” a lectured delivered to the Department of Political Science, Emory University, 1999.

“Machiavelli and the American Military Tradition,” a lectured delivered to the Department of Political Science, United States Air Force Academy, 1998.

Respondent to “Law’s Positivity in Thomas Aquinas’s Treatise on Law,” by James Murphy of Dartmouth College, Political Theory Workshop, University of Chicago, 1997.

FELLOWSHIPS AND GRANTS
 

Earhart Fellowship Research Grant, Summer, 2005.

John M. Olin Junior Faculty Fellowship, 2002-2003.

Postdoctoral Fellowship in Political Science, Boston College, 1998-99.

LANGUAGES


Ancient Greek, French, Italian, and Spanish. 

GOVERNMENT SERVICE, TEACHING, AND ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE

United States Department of State, Bureau of International Organization Affairs, 2006-.
Senior Advisor: I directly advise the Assistant Secretary of State for International Organization Affairs. The Assistant Secretary oversees the United States’ relations with the UN and 80 other international organizations, running a bureau of over 450 foreign service offices, civil servants, and diplomats world wide. My chief function is to provide strategic policy planning for the bureau, serving as a liaison to academia and think tanks. In addition, I write speeches and prepare major policy initiatives; currently, UN peacekeeping is my main policy focus.
Carthage College, Great Ideas: Intellectual Foundations of the West, 2003-.

Program Director: I direct this interdisciplinary great books program offering a major and minor at Carthage College. I took the leading role in founding Great Ideas, from developing the curriculum to shepherding the program through the approval process by the full faculty in the Fall of 2003.

Course: Ancient and Medieval Intellectual Foundations of the West (Fall semesters): Homer, Euripides, Sophocles, Plato, Aristotle, Ovid, Marcus Aurelius, Virgil, Bible, Augustine, Dante, Anselm, Chaucer (complete works of 8-10 of these authors). 

Carthage College, Department of Political Science, 2000-. Courses:
Introduction to Political Thought: Thucydides, Plutarch, Aristotle, Bible, Aquinas, Hobbes, Locke, Declaration, Federalist Papers, Brutus, Lincoln. 

Classics of Political Thought: Plato, Augustine, Machiavelli, and Rousseau or Tocqueville.

American Government.

America at War: Principles and Practice of US Defense Policy.

War in Machiavelli’s Thought: the major works.

Just War Theory (independent study).

Identity and Community: Bible, Plato, Bacon, Darwin, Beauvoir, Shakespeare, Mary Shelley, Baldwin, Ernest Gaines, Annie Dillard.
Community and Culture: Sophocles, Plato, Aristotle, Voltaire, Marx, Jefferson, DuBois, Martin Luther King, Jr, Camus.

University of Dallas, Rome Campus, Fall 1999-Spring 2000.
The Philosophy of Man: Plato, Augustine, Descartes, Rousseau, and Nietzsche.

Boston College, Department of Political Science, Spring 1999.

War in Machiavelli’s Thought: Machiavelli’s The Prince and Art of War; selections from Aristotle, Aquinas, Hobbes, Hamilton, Kant, and Clausewitz on the moral, political, and philosophical implications of war-readiness.

Lecturer in The College, University of Chicago, Spring 1998, Spring 1997. Fall 1995.

Classics of Social and Political Thought: Plato, Aristotle, Bible, Aquinas, Machiavelli, The Federalist Papers, Mill, Tocqueville, Marx, Nietzsche, and Weber.

RESEARCH AND TEACHING INTERESTS
My interests are in the history of political philosophy, international relations, American political thought and American defense and foreign policy. As I continue my Machiavelli scholarship, I will pursue the following long-term research project aimed at 

recovering Ancient and Medieval understandings of the relation between war and politics and applying a modified version of those understandings to public debates about preparing for and fighting modern war.

I will begin this project by clearing the ground with an exploration of the chief modern alternative to the Machiavellian understanding of the relation between war and

politics (wherein politics, even domestic politics to a large extent, is viewed as a

continuation of the necessities inherent in war). That alternative is Kant’s surrender to the

realm of Machiavellian necessity, his concurrent great escape into or toward the realm 

of transcendental freedom, and the subsequent burgeoning of hope in the West that international law might rein in sovereign states’ untrammeled pursuit of national interest. I will proceed to the study proper with examinations of two ancient theoretical alternatives and one modern practical alternative: that of Plato, especially in his Laches, Menexenus, and Laws, where he considers the problem of how to combine a polity’s most urgent task, preparation for war, with its higher task of pursuing the common good of its citizens; that of Augustine and other just war theorists who seek to educate both citizens and statesmen as to how to deliberate about and conduct war responsibly; and, finally, that from the perspective of civilians, soldiers, and statesmen found in important documents in the history of United States foreign and especially defense policy (from Washington’s letter on a permanent military establishment to the Goldwater-Nichols Act to the Bush administration’s 2002 National Security Strategy) as they develop that policy within the context of major questions of American identity and constitutionality (such as individualism, isolationism, federalism, executive versus congressional authority for initiating and making war, civil liberties, and the ultimate self understanding of America’s character and purposes) .

The recognition that Kant accepts Machiavelli’s redefinition of human nature as asocial and of nature itself as necessity reveals that realism and liberal 

internationalism are opposite sides of the same modern coin. For modern theoretical treatments of war—whether “realist” in their emphasis on interests and the natural intractability of conflict or “liberal internationalist” in their hope for domestically or internationally driven amelioration of natural conflict by juridical means—generally assume that human beings are by nature isolated individuals at war with one another. By contrast, the classical and medieval presentations of human nature as essentially social and of nature or God as providing ends for human life offer genuine theoretical alternatives to the modern understandings. 

The words and deeds of many modern statesmen (including those involved in the American founding and re-foundings) offer the uncanny combination of ancient and modern understandings: modern liberal constitutionalism provides the language of interest and law in which discussions of war are generally cast, while the burdens of political responsibility impose attention to the moral good of individual communities and the exercise of political prudence to bring it about. In perhaps no area more than war and no country more than the United States, the perspective of engaged citizens and statesmen (so crucial to ancient political philosophy) continues to challenge modern premises at the same time that it exemplifies modern constitutional, liberal democracy. In my treatment of US defense policy documents and debates within the context of American political thought, I will seek to articulate and analyze the moral and political world as it presents itself to engaged citizens and statesmen confronted with the complex necessity of being prepared for war. I will go on to investigate the adequacy of their various overall understandings with an eye both to engendering responsible citizenship and statesmanship and to gaining theoretical clarity regarding the relationship between war and politics. 

REFERENCES
Nathan Tarcov, Committee on Social Thought, University of Chicago. 

312-939-1461; 773-702-3423; nst1@midway.uchicago.edu.

Harvey Mansfield, Department of Government, Harvard University.

617-495-3333; harvey_mansfield@harvard.edu. 

Wayne Ambler, Director, Herbst Program of Humanities, College of Engineering and Applied Sciences, 437 University of Colorado, Boulder, Boulder, CO 80309-0437. Wayne.Ambler@colorado.edu.
Paul Rahe, Department of History, University of Tulsa.


01865 279326 (on leave at Oxford, UK); paul-rahe@utulsa.edu.
