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STATEMENT OF NOMINATION:  Dr. Larry Arnn, President of Hillsdale College, merits a Bradley Prize for his accomplishments in three broad areas.
First, Dr. Arnn turned around Hillsdale-a campus that over decades has taken on enormous symbolic significance for its excellence in traditional undergraduate education and its insistence on maintaining its autonomy by not accepting federal financial assistance-at a time of dire internal crises. His work of over a decade there was threefold. Almost immediately, Dr. Arnn restored the institution's integrity by reassuring the faculty of its mission and establishing a transparent and meritocratic administration. He did this systematically and thoroughly, but without loud and self-serving criticism of his predecessors.  He next restored faculty morale by raising pay, reducing class loads, and improving the faculty profile-while insisting on a new level of professorial performance, both in the classroom, and in the production of scholarship befitting the campus's rising national stature. Finally, Dr. Arnn utterly reinvented the physical layout of the campus. To visit Hillsdale in the late 1990s and then to view the campus today is a transformative experience: faculty have new offices and classrooms, students new dormitories, sporting facilities and assembly areas, and the campus itself reflects a thematic architecture that is as utilitarian as it is aesthetic. The cost was in the tens of millions of dollars, yet Hillsdale's financial footing is currently superior to what it was when Dr. Arnn assumed its leadership.
Second, Dr. Arnn raised the public profile of Hillsdale through targeted advertising, a new center in Washington, a comprehensive speaking and publication program, and innovative programs on campus to a national level. He carefully, but not without controversy and opposition, offered the Hillsdale brand in support of a wider traditionalist rallying cry to America at large, one of reverence for the Constitution, rugged individualism, and acknowledgment of the unique achievements and legacy of past generations-the near similar themes of the Bradley Foundation itself. Hillsdale is now iconic of an embattled vision of an America of small government, individual liberties, and respect for founding principles-and is a source of encouragement and emulation for colleges and policy makers alike.
Third, Dr. Arnn is a well-known public intellectual who offers conservative commentary in opinion pieces as well as scholarly publications on the Constitution and the circumstances of its founding. He teaches classes at Hillsdale, and assumes that the president is one with the faculty in his responsibilities for teaching and scholarship. This role is a critical characteristic in a college president, given the current systematic reappraisal of higher education, where all too many administrators neither teach nor write and have become disconnected from their faculties' everyday challenges and experiences.
I write with both general knowledge of Dr. Arnn's publications and public lectures, and in particular as a visiting fellow who has spent nine consecutive years teaching intensive courses in military and ancient history, and classical literature and culture classes, for the month of September. What I have written in support of Dr. Arnn summarizes nearly a decade of autopsy as well as conversations with a generation of students and faculty. I follow the Bradley Prize selections carefully each year, and Dr. Arnn's accomplishments seem to me uniquely consistent with prior winners; a 2013 Prize would reflect well on the foundation while recognizing a most remarkable career.
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