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STATEMENT OF NOMINATION:  Since the Heartland Institute’s beginning three decades ago, its executive director Joseph Bast has pioneered the effective, state-level think tank model that has done so much to protect American liberty and criticize the harms of statism.  Bast has won SPN's Roe Award and seen his now internationally famous institute grow from an annual budget of $20,000 to one of the largest free-market think tanks in America, with a budget of roughly $5 million.

Bast has personally been a powerful advocate on multiple issues, including school choice and health care reforms. But he and Heartland have excelled above all else in countering the extremes of environmentalism. This has brought much criticism upon him from climate alarmists, but he has carved out a prominent place in the debates over global warming. Unfriendly national media like PBS have felt compelled to run long specials grappling with his arguments.  Multiple books he has put together with the help of scientists from around the globe have made their influence felt as far abroad as China, whose Academy of Sciences translated two Heartland anthologies into Mandarin. 

Recently, Bast prepared and effectively publicized a major report from dozens of scientists that thoroughly critiques the claims of the U.N. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. Such substantial work has led the Economist and New York Times to acknowledge Bast and Heartland as the most important opponents of extreme climate ideology. 

Bast’s background makes his achievements even more impressive. He’s the son of a dairy worker father in a small Wisconsin town where Bast received an excellent Catholic education before attending the University of Chicago for seven years, six of which he spent working full-time as a janitor.
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