SUMMARY OF NOMINATION FOR

P.J. O’Rourke
	TITLE/POSITION:  
	Journalist, Political Humorist, Independent Author

603-562-6293

march.hare.farm@gmail.com

	AREA OF EXPERTISE:  
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STATEMENT OF NOMINATION:  Patrick Jake O’Rourke may not be a household name, but P.J. O’Rourke most certainly is. For over a generation, P.J. (as his myriad fans call him) has been one of the great champions in US media for the propositions of personal liberty, free enterprise, and a strong America. His successes in this ongoing competition of ideas, and in the contest for the hearts and minds of our nation’s youth, can be credited to his exquisite use of a most powerful and subversive weapon: humor. 

P.J. is not just a humorist, but an educator. He has proved that is possible to interest (indeed fascinate) readers about public policy issues they would otherwise flee from—like global warming negotiations, or the gold standard, or the federal budget, or the role of property rights in economic development—by making these topics funny. 

In bestseller after bestseller he has utilized his gift for satire to devastate the conceits, contradictions and hypocrisies of the Fashionable Modern Left. In the process, by making seemingly musty concepts of Dead White Males accessible and even enjoyable, P.J. may have done more to teach college kids about Adam Smith and Milton
 Friedman than any author or lecturer on campuses today. 

In writing about outrageous problems, it is easy to be outraged. P.J.’s humor, however, is generous, warm, and happy. He is a friendly, optimistic skeptic—which may help explain why he has changed so many minds, and why he maintains such a wide and affectionate following.

An accomplished American man of letters, P.J.’s sharp aphorisms grace page after page of Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations. Like Will Rogers and Mark Twain, he makes it look easy—but his punch-lines rest on far-ranging erudition, constant reading and research, and a lifetime of serious intellectual work. 
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