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STATEMENT OF NOMINATION:  Stuart Butler is a conservative social policy expert, one of the most prominent in Washington. For 35 years his base was the Heritage Foundation, but in 2014 he became a Senior Fellow at the Brookings Institution.

Stuart is well-informed about social policy in general. In 1987, he coauthored Out of the Poverty Trap, one of the best books on welfare reform of that era. He first introduced the idea of enterprise zones as an approach to urban poverty.

However, he is best known for conservative approaches to the problem of health care. In 1993, he drafted Heritage’s alternative to Bill Clinton’s proposed national health plan. This and other market-based approaches moved the health debate to the right and influenced the Affordable Care Act of 2010.

Stuart is also an expert on Medicare and Medicaid, the older health entitlements that pose a serious threat to fiscal solvency in America. He has continued to generate expert proposals to bring greater market discipline to these costly programs. 

We are both participating in an AEI/Brookings project to address poverty and inequality that involves several senior experts from both right and left. 

My relationship to the nominee: We are acquainted but have had no professional association before the current AEI/Brookings effort.
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