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STATEMENT OF NOMINATION:  For the last year, Robert Doar has been a resident fellow at the American Enterprise Institute in Washington, where he heads up AEI’s activities on antipoverty policy.

Before that, for seven years he was the Commissioner of the Human Resources Administration in New York City, the nation’s largest welfare department. There he oversaw major aid programs like family welfare and Food Stamps and also Medicaid and myriad other programs. 

Appointed to HRA in 2007 by Mayor Bloomberg, Doar had previously headed both welfare and child support at the state level, under Governor George Pataki. In 2002, he won an award for child support management from the federal office of child support enforcement. 

In the 1990s, welfare was radically reformed in New York under Mayor Rudoph Giuliani. At HRA, that effort was led by Jason Turner, who is another of my nominees. Michael Bloomberg, Giuliani’s successor, focused chiefly on school reform. To that end, he needed to maintain the Giuliani policies that reduced welfare, and also crime, in New York without giving them much further attention. 

Robert brilliantly accomplished that. He fended off efforts by liberal politicians and advocates to expand dependency while pressing his own initiatives to move welfare reform forward. He is very effective debating poverty and welfare issues even in a setting where virtually all the other voices are to his left. I saw him in action often, and he was unfailingly personable, confident, expert, and unflappable. He defended the city’s record on helping the distressed during the recession, but he also prevented the downturn from reversing welfare reform, as it might well have done. During the emergency after Hurricane Sandy in 2012, he led the city’s effort to bring relief to the areas worst-hit by the storm, even delivering supplies to outlying areas personally in his own car. 

This is a gifted administrator who has ably defended conservative values in a hostile setting. Now at AEI he is displaying different talents as a policy planner and entrepreneur. Like few in social policy, Robert can do it all.

My relationship to the nominee: When Robert was at the state level, I wanted the Pataki administration to move faster on welfare reform than it did. But during his time at HRA, we were allies.  Robert often sought my advice on policy and research issues, and I included him in a discussion group I run at NYU on big issues. Despite the many demands on his time, he attended regularly.
	NOMINATOR:  
	Lawrence Mead
Professor of Politics and Public Policy

New York University

212-998-7370
LMM1@nyu.edu

	REFERENCES:  
	None provided
	


