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STATEMENT OF NOMINATION:  Michael Novak is probably the most important conservative theologian in America.  In The Spirit of Democratic Capitalism and other works, he has reconciled a serious Christian view of the world with support for the market economy and other conservative values.  This conflicts with the views of many theologians that capitalism is immoral because it rests on self interest.  Michael argued, to the contrary, that a market society can actually promote virtue.
Michael also questions the dogma of the seminaries that poverty is the responsibility entirely of the society.  Long before it was fashionable, he argued that public policy could morally require the poor to work and observe other good behaviors.  In 1986, he chaired a study group on welfare reform at AEI, of which I was a member, that developed this point of view.  He largely wrote its report, The New Consensus on Family and Welfare: A Community of Self-Reliance.  It became an influential early argument for work requirements, the approach that now dominates national policy, and it remains important today.

My relationship to the nominee: We share mutual regard. I endorse Mike’s belief that theology remains the queen of the sciences, and theological issues are central to public policy. Mike commented on the MS. of Lifting Up the Poor, my coauthored book on the theology of poverty. I delight to discuss these questions with Michael every chance I get. We became better acquainted when I visited at AEI in 2008-9. We have had no other professional association.
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