SUMMARY OF NOMINATION FOR

Kay Hymowitz
	TITLE/POSITION:  
	William E. Simon Fellow
Manhattan Institute
718-857-4873
khymowitz@manhattan-institute.org
	AREA OF EXPERTISE: 

	
	
	None provided


STATEMENT OF NOMINATION:  Kay is a fellow of the Manhattan Institute, the premier conservative think tank in New York. She is best known as an author for City Journal, which is MI’s hard-hitting conservative policy journal. She writes about leading family and social issues, including long-term poverty, the decline of marriage, and gender relations.

She has also written several prominent books on these issues, most recently Manning Up: How the Rise of Women Is Turning Men Into Boys, published by Basic Books in March, 2011. This work graphically describes how men in America are doing worse in terms of education and careers, while women are doing better, with worrisome implications for marriage. Kay writes forcefully, and she researches her subjects carefully. Manning Up received a lot of attention, with Kay going on several talk shows to discuss it. 

As a personality, Kay is exemplary. She writes about sensitive issues, but her own style is reasonable and unassuming. She is a truth-teller for whom the message is always more important than the messenger. That is why she gets attention stretching well beyond conservatives. A year ago, she has an article on the decline of marriage in the New York Times. 

In October 2011, she made a presentation on Manning Up at a discussion group that I run at NYU whose members are all highly accomplished, some from both inside and outside academe. It led to the most probing discussion we had ever had. Kay was prepared to pursue the implications of her analysis to any depth—from education and labor market trends down to the effects on marriage and children. 

Kay’s credentials strongly resemble those of Heather Mac Donald, who received the Bradley Prize in 2005.

My relationship to the nominee: We share mutual regard. I see Kay regularly at Manhattan Institute functions and at the discussion group I mentioned, of which she (and Heather) are members. However, we have never worked together on anything.
	NOMINATOR:  
	Lawrence Mead
Professor of Politics and Public Policy

New York University

212-998-7370
LMM1@nyu.edu
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