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STATEMENT OF NOMINATION:  Charles Murray is a distinguished conservative writer.  In a string of provocative works, he has forced the intellectual class to look at sensitive issues in fresh ways.  

In Losing Ground, 1984, his best-known work, Charles powerfully attacked entitlement welfare and other liberal social policies of the Great Society era.  In effect, he advocated the abolition of welfare.  This argument destroyed the comfortable consensus that had shielded welfare from serious challenge for decades, despite growing public upset this opened the door for the rebuilding of welfare around work in the 1990s.  More recently, Charles’s In Our Hands, 2006, argues for replacing virtually all social programs with a single income grant to individuals.

In The Bell Curve, 1994, written with Richard Herrnstein, Charles argued that much of America’s social problem is concentrated among people with limited intelligence. Thus, attempts to ameliorate social problems must have limited effects.  In Human Accomplishment, 2003, Charles argued that world intellectual achievement has been dominated by Europeans and white men and is dependent on religious inspiration.  To put it mildly, these are not popular opinions in academe.

Most recently, in Coming Apart, Charles has detailed the gulf that has opened between the high-income and low-income members of our society. They differ less in income—the liberal focus—than in lifestyle and commitment to mainstream values. Not for the first time, Charles is has drawn attention from commentators on all sides. This work achieved remarkably wide attention on both left and right.
Charles’s work is inspired by a libertarian philosophy that individuals are best able to manage their own lives, with as little outside direction as possible. In 2009, Charles received AEI’s Irving Kristol Award.  .

To a degree, Charles and I differ. His critique of liberal social policy emphasizes the disincentives it creates, while I emphasize its permissive nature. For me, the essential reform has been to condition social benefits on work requirements. However, Charles argues his case at a level worthy of the deepest respect.  He is also a superb writer. I admire him for his courage and clarity.  Telling the truth is not a high value in today’s academe.  For Charles it is the highest value.  That alone is worthy of a Bradley Prize.

My relationship to the nominee: We are longtime associates, on a friendly and first-name basis.  But we have never worked together on anything.
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