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STATEMENT OF NOMINATION:  Harry J affa, the great professor, passed away on .January 10, 2015 at the age of 96.  His work goes on now through his students.   One day we will live under the principles of the Declaration of Independence rightly understood, and we will live under the Constitution faith fully followed.  When that day comes, his work will have shown the first light down the path to recovery.
Jaffa advanced the principles and ideals of the American Founding through his extensive writing on the Constitution, Declaration of Independence, and the Lincoln Douglas Debates.  Jaffa was a Distinguished Fellow of the Claremont Institute and has authored numerous book used in classrooms across America.  He published a sequel, A New Birth of Freedom, to his highly acclaimed Crisis of the House Divided.  The 2009 republication of that particular forty-year-old book takes on more value because of that.  It is the fount of the best scholarship on that statesmen and much of the best scholarship on the entire American political tradition.
Jaffa’s writings appeared regularly in the Claremont Review of Books where he defended the American Founding, discussed current events, and parsed arguments within the conservative movement.  He also continued as an authority on the subject of Aristotle, writing a review for the new translation of Aristotle's Ethic for the New York Times two summers ago.  Jaffa brings to the discussion a rich history of work within public service and academia.
Why did he care about these arguments? I think the answer is the same as the reason he cared about Abraham Lincoln and Winston Churchill.  He loved them with all his heart.  They were causes to him.  I think I can put the argument together. I think the question of the good is the first question.  I think it issues, if one can find it, in beauty and truth.  I think that one approaches it through the law, which makes the authoritative statements. I think that we humans, even so great a human as Harry Jaffa and his greatest heroes, can't really command all of nature. We approach it through our good and our place in nature, and so he thought that the job was to put together an argument to vindicate the goodness of the heroes who made our country and the workings of our country so that there could still be civilization and freedom and justice, after the time that philosophy has gone off the rails so badly that it led one of the greatest thinkers in the 20th century to join the party that sought the life of Professor Jaffa's teacher.  I think that like Strauss, Professor Jaffa sought to solve that problem.  And I think that he had a soul, the only one I've ever met among thinkers, that was big enough to address itself to that problem. And we are less without him. And we thank God for him.
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