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STATEMENT OF NOMINATION:  Michael Novak’s work spans many areas and his contributions to conservative thought and teaching have been substantial. He is a philosopher, theologian, winner of the Templeton Prize, novelist, diplomat, and an occasional poet. He is the author of more than 20 books. His 1982 book The Spirit of Democratic Capitalism is probably most relevant for consideration of a Bradley Prize as it is a robust defense of the system the Bradley Foundation celebrates. He was a scholar at AEI for many years and his writing influenced AEI’s past president Chris DeMuth and its current president Arthur Brooks. While at AEI he wrote about capitalism, religion, democratic thought and practice, and sports. It was his idea to convene a working group that produced an influential document The New Consensus of Family and Welfare that called for a work requirement for receiving welfare, an idea that made it into the 1996 welfare reform bill. The consensus report included and was signed by many influential scholars of different points of view and helped to move welfare reform ahead. He served US Ambassador to the United Nations Commission on Human Rights under Ronald Reagan, a time when his robust defense of America was welcome at home and important abroad. He has jousted with many secularists on the subject of religion, always in a good-spirited way.
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