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The Hudson Institute
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	AREA OF EXPERTISE:  
Culture, Economics, Law


STATEMENT OF NOMINATION:  For nearly a quarter century as president of the American Enterprise Institute, Chris DeMuth put his own important academic interests on hold. He revitalized an institution that was in danger of shutting down, and he expanded its influence in myriad ways that have improved public policy. He has a keen eye for talent, and he brought to AEI extraordinary individuals who have started to change the way America thinks in key areas. Charles Murray, Nick Eberstadt, Ayaan Hirsi Ali are just a few of the bold thinkers to whom he gave a home. He is a superb intellectual coach, and he coaxed the best work out of AEI scholars who, with his help, have made stronger cases for conservative ideas. He could do this because he is a true public intellectual of extraordinary range, much like his mentor and friend James Q. Wilson. There are few people in Washington who are more knowledgeable than DeMuth about a wide range of policy issues whether the issue is the growth of the entitlement state, the regulatory arena, the law, or federalism. 

Now he has begun a new chapter, returning to his writing and teaching. In recent weeks he has had deeply consequential pieces on Obamacare and congressional/executive power in the Weekly Standard. He is teaching in the Hertog program and the students I have spoken to who have attended the classes are full of praise.
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