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STATEMENT OF NOMINATION:  As the frustration with government grows, so does the demand for change -- and not just in Washington.  The states have provided inspiring leadership, effective policy solutions, and a competitive environment of federalism in action. This hopeful turn of events is the work of the state-based think tanks that have been nurtured, mentored, and encouraged along the way by one of the movement’s most entrepreneurial leaders, Tracie Sharp, and most powerful forces in the conservative movement, State Policy Network (SPN) 

As soon as she joined SPN as its President in 2000, Tracie focused on building a 50-state powerhouse network of think tanks committed to preserving and strengthening a free society. Because of her own experience in founding two think tanks, Tracie’s approach has always been principled and practical.  With each political turn and development on the Left she has helped build capacities in the states to educate, investigate, litigate, and win. 

The opportunities provided by SPN to their 65 member think tanks to collaborate across the conservative movement is invaluable. They understand how much is at stake – and how their victories have had a national impact. And the Left does too. As SNP’s victories have mounted, the Left’s rhetoric has become more heated.  And as the stakes have grown higher, their tactics have become more desperate: Media smears, threats of government action, and now the creation of their own statewide network. They have tried to roll back the expansion of school choice and labor freedom, the growth economic liberty and strengthening of rule of law, but the SPN network under Tracie’s leadership continues to stand strong. 
Adam Meyerson writes in support of Jim DeMint’s nomination of Tracie Sharp:

I enthusiastically support Jim DeMint's nomination of Tracie Sharp for the 2015 Bradley Prize.
From school choice to tax reform to repeal of collective bargaining for public employees, states are where the action is today in innovative public policies based on the principles of a free society.
Justice Brandeis called states the laboratories of democracy.  Tracie can aptly be called the research and development director for the party of liberty.  In her 15 years as president of State Policy Network, she has built SPN into a network of 65 think tanks in all 50 states, with combined 2013 revenues of $82 million, up from $12 million in 1998 and $40 million in 2006. And SPN has become the central forum where state free-market reformers learn from each other how to achieve public policy victories.
Thanks to SPN, think tanks in 40 states are seeking to replicate the "Right on Crime" achievements of the Texas Public Policy Foundation in reducing both prison populations and crime rates in Texas. Think tanks in 46 states have created web sites bringing transparency to state budgets. Right to work laws are advancing across the Midwest and Mid-Atlantic as think tanks learn from the Mackinac Center's messaging and investigative journalism in the workplace freedom debate in Michigan.
Revered by think tank leaders for her judgment, helpfulness, and practical wisdom, Tracie is also a model of what management expert Jim Collins, author of Good to Great, calls "Level 5" leadership. She combines personal humility with an extraordinary fighting spirit and organizational will.  She works tirelessly to advance not herself but the cause of freedom.
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