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STATEMENT OF NOMINATION:  Ryan Anderson is the conservative movement’s leading young intellectual on the moral foundations of a free and virtuous society. He has stepped into the shoes of pioneering thinkers such as Michael Novak, Richard John Neuhaus, and Mary Ann Glendon and is building on the foundation they put in place. Ryan is impressively credentialed, theoretically sophisticated, and policy-oriented. 

Ryan is making important contributions to conservative thinking about the institution of marriage and the family, economic freedom and religious liberty, and the unity of economic and social conservatism. He is co-author of a book on marriage that was cited twice by the U.S. Supreme Court. He regularly briefs members of Congress and their staffs, state policy leaders, and attorneys arguing important cases in court. He has lectured on hundreds of college campuses (including Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Stanford, and Amherst) and stood up for the conservative side in the hostile environments of MSNBC and CNN. He always handles himself with grace, and wit, often in the face of remarkable hostility and incivility. 

Ryan is also the founder of Public Discourse, the online journal of the Witherspoon Institute in Princeton, NJ. Under Ryan’s editorship, this journal has provided leadership for thoughtful analysis of moral issues facing our society. Several former Bradley winners, including Yuval Levin and Robert George, publish at Public Discourse.

A Bradley Prize for Ryan is not only timely; it would be a vote of confidence for his future and the future of our movement. It would be a sign that conservatives stand with young intellectuals who bravely step forward to defend our values and vital institutions in fresh and compelling ways.
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