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STATEMENT OF NOMINATION:  Forty years ago, Washington think tanks were known for their heavy tomes and dry academic analysis— until The Heritage Foundation initiated a new method: concise, credible research and analysis that arrived before policy debates instead of after them. As director of research and later executive vice president and COO of Heritage, Philip Truluck played a key role in revolutionizing the status quo through “Backgrounders” and “Issue Briefs:” today, every Washington think tank from the Brookings Institution to the Center for American Progress follows the Heritage research model. 

Over the course of more than three decades, Phil’s hands-on management has been a critical force in moving The Heritage Foundation from the periphery of the public policy world to its vanguard, and with it, changing the face of public policy debates in Washington and across the nation. But this is not merely a past achievement: Phil’s presence during the recent leadership transition at Heritage has resulted in the resounding success of The Daily Signal, a widely-read conservative news and opinion outlet, and the growing influence of Heritage Action for America, a lobbying arm which translates our policy research into activism in Congress and across the country. 

In the space of the last two years, he has helped shape Heritage under new leadership and served to expand its influence both on and off Capitol Hill, guiding the development of our three research institutions and their influential annual indices to measure Economic Freedom, Military Strength, and Culture. There aren’t many others who have served to build institutional conservative fortresses like Phil Truluck, and the whole movement owes him a debt of gratitude.
Greg Lebedev, Senior Advisor to the President writes in support of Jim DeMint’s nomination of Phillip Truluck:

I am delighted to have the opportunity to second Senator Jim DeMint’s nomination of Phillip Truluck for a 2015 Bradley Prize.

For a great many years, I’ve known and highly regarded Phil Truluck from my many vantage points at the US Chamber and in my capacity as Chairman of the Center for International Private Enterprise, the affiliate of the National Endowment for Democracy which promotes free market capitalism and democratic institutions around the world.  Phil is, indeed, the perfect nominee for recognition by the Bradley Foundation.

In many ways, Phil has been the hidden face of the Heritage Foundation that has been prominently led by his close friend and colleague of long standing (and Bradley Prize recipient), Ed Feulner.  Over nearly four decades, that unique organization of thinkers – who champion free market economics, limited government and a vigorous national defense – was nurtured and expanded and became influential and admired because of the unique collaboration of Ed and Phil.

But, it must be appreciated that Phil’s role at Heritage – as its long-time COO – was not just that of one who helped build and manage an important institution – a considerable achievement in itself – but as one who measurably contributed to the philosophical development and policy orientation that have defined the Heritage Foundation from the beginning.  Phil has been that strong hand and quiet voice that has recruited talent, shaped positions, guided research and advanced arguments that have become the hallmark of the heritage brand.

Phil has exhibited this same intellectual leadership as a long-time member of the CIPE Board and Executive Committee.  Since it was established more than thirty years ago, CIPE has led the often lonely fight for the principles, institutions and values which underpin free market democracy around the world – and Phil Truluck, as a founding director, has been at the center of CIPE’s planning, thinking and energy for much of the time.  In truth, he has been uniquely influential, as CIPE has systematically confronted some of the least democratic and most economically corrupt countries in an effort to introduce the virtues and benefits of a free society.
Phil Truluck is a rare and fortunate individual; he has done what many of us merely long to do … to make a difference.  In his 45 years in Washington, he has influenced ideas and shaped public policy and – with little fanfare – contributed to the health and well-being of an American society that celebrates democracy and embraces private enterprise.  He is the personification of Bradley values and for these reasons Phil Truluck is a most worthy candidate for a 2015 Bradley Prize.
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