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Founder

The Becket Fund for Religious Liberty
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Kevin.j.hasson@gmail.com
Alan Sears

President, CEO, General Counsel

Alliance Defending Freedom
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	AREA OF EXPERTISE:  
Law, Religion & Society


STATEMENT OF NOMINATION:  At a time when our religious liberties are under assault from our own government, The Becket Fund for Religious Liberty and the Alliance Defending Freedom have been on the front lines for beleaguered Americans time and time again, bringing legal challenges against oppressive dictates and defending our First Amendment rights in courts at every level.
Kevin J. “Seamus” Hasson, Founder and former President of the Becket Fund, prided himself on representing clients “from Anglicans to Zoroastrians;” he did it, too! The Becket Fund has drawn accolades from Popes and Nobel Laureates alike, and Hasson personally argued several notable cases, most recently  Newdow v. Carey (2010) preserving the right of teachers to lead the Pledge of Allegiance in schools. The Becket Fund was lauded last year for successfully representing Hobby Lobby against a federal mandate to provide abortifacient drugs.

Alan Sears is the President, CEO, and General Counsel of the Alliance Defending Freedom. Under his leadership, the ADF has developed strategic training programs for hundreds of lawyers nationwide to equip them in defending religious rights, and played a role in dozens of Supreme Court victories. Their network of allied attorneys have successfully defended marriage between a man and a woman on the state level in over 40 cases, as well as businesses forced to comply with resulting draconian restrictions. 

The battle Hasson and Sears started in the early 90’s has never been more relevant than today. Since both men and their organizations continue to accomplish such incalculable good for the cause of religious freedom in America, they richly deserve to be co-recipients of the Bradley Prize.
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