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STATEMENT OF NOMINATION:  Lewis (scooter) Libby would be an exceptionally deserving recipient of a Bradley Prize, both for his devotion to the principles which guide the work of the Bradley Foundation and for his exceptional service to those principles and the United States in his long and distinguished career. In particular, Libby belongs to handful of great American strategists since WWII who have undertaken to keep America strong and safe in the face of a multitude of threats during that era.

His exceptional work as a strategist is partly represented by his long and distinguished service at the US Department of State, US Department of Defense and at the White House as the chief advisor to Vice-President Cheney. Unfortunately that service was brought to an end by a terrible miscarriage of justice. But despite the grievous harm done to him, Libby has continued dutifully and courageously to devote his great talents to the grave issue of American strategy. As was recently (2015) emphasized in testimony before the US Senate by distinguished former civilian and military leaders, America has experienced particular challenges in both the formation and execution of sound strategies. Both in office and out Libby has made major contributions to addressing those challenges, and continues to do so in work I will shortly describe.

Due to the character of Libby's career his great distinction in this area is not as widely appreciated as it might and should be. As a public official, the audience for his sound counsel was principally the senior officials he served and is best known to them as well as scholarly specialists. A particularly important example concerns the production of the important Defense Dept. document "Defense Strategy for the 1990's: The Regional Defense Strategy," which was published in 1993 under the auspices of then Sec. of Defense Cheney. Libby was the chief advisor to Sec. Cheney in the strategic thinking embodied in this document and its principal

draughtsman. It has been described by liberal historian Melvin Leffler as important to the post Cold War era as George Kennan's famous article on containment was to the Cold War. Subsequent sound and strategic thinking has acknowledged as much using it as its basis. Others have similarly acknowledged and praised its merit and importance.

Libby’s subsequent work on strategy is also best known to government officials and specialists. This has taken a variety of forms but most importantly a comprehensive study of the requirements and conditions of successful strategy and the particular difficulties, and indeed frequent failures of America Statesmanship in this regard. The studies undertaken by Libby were solicited by the Office of Net Assessment of the US Department of Defense, and inhouse think tank devoted to strategic issues. They ranged from the immediate post WWII period to the present and were also comparative, taking into account the successes and liabilities of foreign statesman. Andrew Marshall, the legendary head of this offices, who has funded work on American strategy for decades has described Libby’s study as the best work on crafting strategy that he has seen in many years.

Libby’s work as a strategist has thus combined extensive practical experience and deep historical understanding with felicitous results.

The award of a Bradley Prize to Mr. Libby would not only provide the attention and credit his contributions richly deserve. It would also raise an awareness of our strategic necessities so important to the future of America.
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