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STATEMENT OF NOMINATION:  I write to recommend James W. Ceaser, professor at the University of Virginia, for the Bradley prize.

Ceaser for long has developed a deserving profile for this prize.  As a scholar he has become the leading author in the field of American political thought, to which he has brought his distinctive originality.  He understands American political thinking not only in its own, purely American, development, but also as it has been influenced, usually for the worse, by the trends of European, usually German and sometimes French, thought.  His first book on Presidential Selection was immediately understood and accepted as the best on that topic.  But on the whole, Ceaser's scholarship has been satisfyingly controversial in its defense of the Founders and his explanations of their complex intent.  He has, you may know, a license plate for one of his several cars (he sort of collects) that says FED 49, referring to Madison's statement in The Federalist 49 explaining the need for "veneration" even, or especially, in a constitution based on reason.

Ceaser's service to public debate is shown in his many powerful articles in The Weekly Standard and elsewhere, always clear, persuasive, effective.  Just Google a sampling.  He comments in current events from a standpoint that is critical of our time, yet neither nostalgic nor outlandish.  He can be scathing, but he makes good suggestions as well.

Third point, Ceaser's teaching.  He runs a program at his university in defense of the American Founding, and he teaches smart college students in the ISI and Hertog summer programs.  To co-teach with him is to reconcile oneself to the status of second fiddle, let me tell you.  Always Ceaser is the favorite.  Above all, he's funny; no above all, he's wise, but he makes you laugh while you learn.

This man deserves the prize.
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