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STATEMENT OF NOMINATION:  Mark Steyn is not known to me personally, but, for my money, Steyn is the most insightful (and wittiest) cultural critic of our time. He expresses better than anyone else in the media the way in which conservative politics and economics must be underwritten by a culture that preserves and renews traditional American Values. He is a best-selling author (e.g., American alone and After America), widely syndicated columnist, and noted speaker who covers seemingly every aspect of American life. His incisive take on American culture explains not only our domestic woes, but also America’s decline on the world stage. My main reason for nominating Steyn, however, is his most recent battle in defense of free speech. He was previously embroiled in a bitter case in Canada over his writings. Not only did he win the case, but he also used it as a platform to dismantle some of Canada’s absurd “human rights” (i.e., anti-free speech) regime. Now he is boldly fighting a case here in America, against a scientist who is suing him for criticizing his fraudulent claims about global warming. One of the most serious threats to liberty today in the West is the increasingly hostile treatment of unpopular ideas. We must be ever grateful for his courage and sacrifice – and support him in his battle – because the marketplace of ideas he protects is the sine qua non of all of our other fights
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