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STATEMENT OF NOMINATION:  Greg Lukianoff is a brilliant and tireless champion of liberty in an arena where it is most under threat. Under his direction FIRE is waging a valiant battle against campus intolerance. Through his lectures, articles, blogs, podcasts, videos, conferences, and polite letters threatening repressive academic institutions with lawsuits, he (along with his staff at FIRE) has become a major force in the struggle it preserve intellectual freedom in the academy. Entire university systems (e.g. California State University and University of Wisconsin) have changed their policies in favor of basic rights because of interventions by Greg and his associates. This past year, the Department of Education’s Office of Civil Rights backed away from disastrously unconstitutional policy on campus sexual harassment. It was Greg’s inspired leadership that is most responsible for that turnaround. 
Greg’s book Unlearning Liberty: Campus Censorship and the End of American Debate is an elegant and persuasive defense of the marketplace of ideas. Daniel Downs, the University of Wisconsin historian, was not exaggerating when he said the book is “destine to be a class work on freedom in America.”

Americans, especially college students, are, indeed, in the process of unlearning liberty. Many young people know little about American traditions of freedom; but they readily accept speech codes that codify the alleged right not to be offended. No one is more important or effective than Greg right now in challenging this sorry state of affairs.

Debates over speech codes and free expression are often rancorous. I have seen Greg in action. He is always a perfect gentleman – civil, witty, and respectful – with even the intemperate critics. He is a very serious fellow – but he has a light touch. He is an ideal candidate for the Bradley Prize.
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