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STATEMENT OF NOMINATION:  I am nominating Chris Long, the president of the Intercollegiate Studies Institute, for a Bradley Prize.

We rescued Chris from Wall Street in the spring of 2011, returning him to head one of the conservative movement’s most treasured and venerable institutions. At the time, ISI was deeply in debt, its program was languishing and staff morale was low. With his positive and cheery attitude, his experience in management and deep dedication and knowledge of the conservative movement, he has turned the organization around, returned it to financial strength, and assembled a first rate and dedicated staff. Perhaps most importantly, he has developed a comprehensive program, using the existing resources of ISI and creating new ones as well, in order to annually train three hundred highly competent, dedicated and well-education young intellectual conservative leaders, a program endorsed by the board of trustees and well on its way to fruition. The theory behind this program is Chris Long’s well thought-out concept that three hundred such conservative leaders can have far more impact than hundreds or even thousands of marginally trained ones.

There is little question that Chris long has emerged, in the past four years, as of conservatism’s most able and dynamic leaders. Accordingly, the award of a Bradley Prize would be both well deserved, and in keeping with the philanthropic concept of the Bradley Foundation.

Christopher Long is the President of the Intercollegiate Studies Institute, a national educational organization founding in 1953 by William F. Buckley Jr. and Frank Chodorov to inspire college students to discover, embrace and advance the principles and virtues that make America free and prosperous.
Under his leadership, the Institute has rapidly restored its financial health while expanding a focused and impactful leadership development program. The institute is on-track to meet its 2020 goal of establishing student Societies at 150 targeted college campuses and annually graduating 300 young leaders comprised of Collegiate Network newspaper editors, Society leaders, undergraduate Honors Scholars who participate in a year-long program with an ISI professor mentor, Collegiate Network professional journalism summer interns and year-long fellows, and Richard Weaver graduate student fellows. ISI is also working with several dozen conservative academics and though leaders to launch in 2016 and Intercollegiate Philosophy, Politics and Economics curriculum and certification program that will be to the humanities what the CFA Institute is to finance.

Prior to rejoining the Institute in April 2011, Mr. Long was Managing Director of global investment bank and asset management firm Perella Weinberg Partners, where he was in charge of worldwide sales and client service for its outsourced investment office solution for sovereign wealth funds, foundations, endowments and large family offices. Mr. Long was Chief Executive Officer and co-owner of hedge fund advisor Endowment Capital Group, a highly concentrated, US small-cap long/short hedge fund catering to large endowment clients, including Yale University, MIT and the University of Chicago. For the two-year period of 2008-2009 when he was CEO, the fund outperformed more than 90 percent of its long/short hedge fund peers.
Mr. Long was an executive at Friess Associates and its Brandywine mutual fund family for eleven years, serving as Chief Operating Officer of Fries Associates and as Vice President and Treasurer of the Brandywine Funds; he oversaw all non-investment aspects of the Friess companies, including finance and accounting functioning as CFO, marking, client service, sales, compliance and operations. In 2001, Mr. Long managed the sale of Friess Associates to Affiliated Manager Group (NYSE:AMG), and was the primary liaison between Friess and the new parent company. At this departure in December 2007, Friess Associates managed more than $17 billion in US equities.
From 1989 until 1996, Mr. Long was Vice President of the Intercollegiate Studies Institute, where he oversaw all of its national education programs and served as founding publisher of its CAMPUS: America’s Student Newspaper college magazine with a circulation of 225,000. Early student editors recruited by Mr. Long went on to have significant cultural impact, including PayPall co-founder Peter Thiel, Yammer founder David Sacks, chief presidential speechwriter and syndicated Washington Post columnist Marc Thiessen and ABC News Lead political correspondent Jonathan Karl.

Under his leadership, ISI launched the undergraduate Honors Program, which today is one of the Institute’s most successful programs. More than 1,000 young leaders have gone through the highly selective year-long program, including many young thought leaders such as Eric Cohen, founder of The New Atlantis.

Mr. Long joined ISI in 1989 from the Heritage Foundation where he served as the inaugural director of its New Majority Project, an effort to introduce Heritage’s public policy solutions to leaders in the African American, Asian and Hispanic communities. While still in college, at the encouragement of William F. Buckley Jr. and William A. Rusher, Mr. Long agreed to serve as full-time Executive Director of Young American for Freedom after organizing one of its most successful conventions in the organization’s history, bringing Buckley, Rusher Jeane Kirkpatrick, Newt Gingrich, Jesse Helms and other conservative luminaries together with more than 350 student activists from across the nation.
In October 2011, Mr. Long was appointed to the Library of Congress Trust Fund Board, and serves on its investment committee. Mr. Long has been and officer and director of numerous other organizations, including the Council for National Policy, Philadelphia Society, Wilmington Renaissance Corporation, Saint Edmonds’ Academy and inner-city charter school The Marion T. Academy. He is a graduate of George Mason University in Fairfax, VA.
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