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Being a conservative in academia today requires a tremendous amount of courage, personal and intellectual. Being conservative and black requires even more. 

Walter Williams is a man of principle and intellectual courage. He is an inspiration to millions, through his books, opinion columns, his classroom teaching, and now a PBS documentary, Up From the Projects.  As chairman of the world-renowned economics department at George Mason University, Williams helped to build a program that brought together the largest collection of free market faculty in the country and has spawned several generations of economists who are building centers and spreading their influence worldwide.

Throughout his life, Williams has followed the evidence to where it leads, even when it has taken him conclusions that aren’t politically correct.  He is a tireless defender of civil rights and economic liberties. He has always operated with the belief that the actual effects of public policies matter more than intentions. 
Williams dedicated his 2011 book, Race & Economics, “to the memory of all those Americans, both black and white but now long dead, who shed their blood, sweat, and tears to help our nation live up to the letter and spirit of the principles of its founding documents.” Williams is such a man.
In his 2010 autobiography, Up from the Projects, Williams tells the remarkable story of overcoming the odds through hard work, integrity, and perseverance. His is an inspirational story of the courage to speak the truth even at times of untold personal cost.
