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Michael Kremer combines a humanitarian concern for economic development  with keen economic skills and imagination.  Thereby, he has made important practical advances for the provision of improved education and health in developing countries.


Part of Dr. Kremer’s research involves carefully designed experiments for evaluating alternative programs for improving educational outcomes in Kenya, India, and Colombia.  Different programs assess the effectiveness of provision of meals at schools; allocations of uniforms, textbooks, and classroom construction; use of flip charts for weaker students; school-based provision of deworming drugs; provision of an additional teacher, usually female, for one-teacher schools; prizes to teachers that achieve better student performances on tests; and vouchers for private schools.  Evaluations showed that deworming drugs were cheap and effective; free breakfasts worked only if teachers were well-trained; uniforms and textbooks helped mainly for top students; flip charts were disappointing; prizes for teachers had only temporary benefits; and private vouchers worked well in a Colombian experiment.  In general, the results of these experiments give important guidance to developing country governments about school programs that work and do not work, all in relation to the costs of alternative approaches.


More recently, Dr. Kremer has focused on the role of pharmaceuticals in the developing world.  He began by documenting the important differences between developing and developed countries in the incidence and types of diseases.  He also analyzed the limited commercial incentives for development of drugs, notably vaccines, aimed at developing country markets.  He has brought out the roles of intellectual property rights, differential pricing, and R&D incentives in the context of these markets.  He contrasted standard “push” approaches to drug development—whereby governments and international agencies choose which drug research or drug provision to subsidize—with “pull” approaches in which successful drugs treatments are guaranteed rewards.  Dr. Kremer was instrumental in getting the British government to make advance purchase commitments for vaccines aimed at diseases that impact especially on developing countries, notably in Africa.  This promising program is likely to make an unprecedented contribution to the improvement of health outcomes in the world’s poorest countries.  Dr. Kremer’s ideas in this area are described in his book from Princeton University Press, Strong Medicine:  Creating Incentives for Pharmaceutical Research on Neglected Diseases.
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