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Edward Whelan
President
Ethics and Public Policy Center
1730 M Street NW, Suite 910
Washington D.C.
Phone 202-682-1200
Fax 202-408-0632
ewhelan@eppc.org

Nominee’s areas of expertise: Law, Civil Rights & Society, Conservative Thought, Religion & Society

Submitted by:

Matthew J. Franck
Director, William E. and Carol G. Simon 
    Center on Religion and the Constitution
Witherspoon Institute
16 Stockton Street
Princeton, NJ 08540
Phone 609-688-8779 x303
Fax 609-688-1027
mfranck@winst.org

Statement of Nomination:

Both institutionally and as an individual scholar and commentator, Edward Whelan has made a large impact since becoming president of the Ethics and Public Policy Center in 2004.  Under his leadership, EPPC’s visibility and impact on public policy debates have grown markedly.  It is fair to say that EPPC punches well above its weight class, keeping pace with much larger conservative think tanks in Washington.  With its must-read quarterly publications National Affairs and The New Atlantis; with significant and influential programs on religion and religious freedom, bioethics, science, health care, and other policy fields; and with its roster of first-rate scholars and fellows, EPPC makes a consistent case for a conservatism of principled prudence, drawing on the deep wellsprings of religion and philosophy in the Western tradition. 

A distinguished constitutional lawyer with experience in all three branches of government, Ed was there from the start at National Review Online’s first special-topic group blog, Bench Memos.  Since its inception in May 2005, Ed has been Bench Memos’ most active blogger, and has established himself as Washington’s most widely read, journalistically cited, and influential advocated of the constitutional originalism of judicial restraint.  As a commentator on the work of the Supreme Court and federal appeals courts, on presidential nominations to the judiciary, and on the world of scholarship brought to bear on constitutional law, he is simply nonpareil.  Much in demand on law school campuses and elsewhere, he is a formidable debater, a devoted constitutionalist, and a fierce critic of judicial usurpation and tyranny.

Nominee’s biography is attached as a separate document.
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