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November 29,2014

Michael W. Grebe, President
The Lynde and Harry Bradley Foundation
The Lion Flouse
1241 North Franklin Place
Milwaukee, WI 53202-290L

Dear Mr. Grebe:

I am pleased with the attached to nominate Tohn Witte, Esq. for a Bradley Prize.
Thank you for requesting this nomination. And every good wish to the
Foundation in promoting the causes for which the prizes stand.

Sincerely,

l¡U 
^t^ 

ú ,tl vLl
Mark A. Noll
Francis A. McAnaney Professor
57 4- 631 -7 57 4; mnoll@nd. e du

Encl. Nomination form
Emory press release on Witte's appointment as a Woodruff Professor
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201"4 Bra dlev Priz e s--Nomination

Submitted by:

Mark A. Noll

Francis A. McAnaney Professor of History
History Department
University of Notre Dame
Notre Dame, IN 46556

Plr: 754-631-7574 Fax: 754-631--4777 mnoll@nd.edu

Nominee Information:

Tohn Witte,Ir.

Jonas Robitscher Professor of Law, Alonzo L. McDonald

Distinguished Service Professor, arrd Director of the Center for

the Study of Law and Religion

Emory lJniversity School of Law

Gambrell Hall

1301 Clifton Road

Atlanta, GA 30322-2770

phone 404-727-6980

fax 404-712-8605

email: iwitte@law.em edu

Areas of expertise: Law, Civic Renewal & Responsibility, Civil Rights &

Society, Family Values, Human Rights, Law, Religion & Society



Statement of Nomination:

John Witte fr. is the Jonas Robitscher Professor of Law, the Alonzo L.

McDonald Distinguished Service Professor, and the Director of the Center for the

Study of Law and Religion at Emory University. From this position he has

generated an incredible outpouring of legal scholarship. His amazing range of

well-received publications include books (and many articles) on the Amerìcan

Constitution, the legal history of the Protestant Reformation, human rights ìn

several places around the world, church and state, the development of

iltegitimary larv, Christianity and the law, and more. Among many superlative

aspects about this publishing record, one of the most important is that Witte's

books and articles are as useful for the intelligent general public as they are well-

grounded in irnpeccable academic research. Besides this breath-taking

publishing career, Witte has also been an extraordinarily active promoter of

scholarship in major research programs coordinated from Emory. These projects

have included path-breaking contributions on human rights, marriage and

family, religious liberty, childrery and more. For these ventures, he has been a

master in recruiting others and promoting their scholarship. Despite his many

tasks in the broader academic world, he has also been effective teacher at Emory

and much-used commentator on curent events at home and abroad. For

leadership in studying and also defending the West's strongest and most

important legaf moraf and religious traditions, it is hard to imagine a more

effective contemporary voice than |ohn Witte, Jr. [c.v. attached]

Submitted by Mark A. Noll, Francis A. McAnaney Professor of History,
University of Notre Dame



References

Donald Hay

Emeritus Fellow of Jesus College, Emerifus Lecturer in Economics,

former Head of the Division of Social Sciences, and Acting Pro Vice

Chancell o r (200 6-2007)

University of Oxford

(address: Jesus College, Oxford OX1 3DW, United Kingdom)

telephone : aa (0) 7865 5157 86 email: donald.hay@dsl.pipex.com

David Arthur Skeel

S. Samuel Arsht Professor of Corporate Law

University of Pennsylvania Law School

Ph: 2L5-573-9859 Fax: 2L5-573-2025 email: dskeel@law.upenn.edu
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John Witte Jr. nomed Woodruff Professor
By Emory University School of Lqw I Emory Low I November 21 , 2014

John Witte Jr.-acclaimed teacher, prolific scholar and director of ths Centêr for the study of

Law and Religion-has bêên named Robsrt W. Woodruff Professor of Law at Emory University

School of Law.
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Witte, an internat¡onally recognized legal hisiorian and êxpêrt on Christian jurisprudence,

mariage and fam¡ly law, rêligious liberty and human rights, came to Emory in 1985. He has

spent the past 29 yeare brêak¡ng ground ¡n the f¡eld of law and religion, whilè remaining

committed to h¡s f¡rst calling as a teacher

"The Woodruff professors are morê than tæchgrs and schoìaß of distinction; they sêrve a

broad constituency that trãnscends ¡ndividual dêpartments and programs," says ProvGl Clairo

Sterk. "As a lêading authority on law and religion with an impressive body of scholarship,

Professor Wittê has €arned a place among Emory's most distinguished faculty."

W¡tte has taught more than 5,500 students in courses such as criminal lew, constitutional law,

legal history, marr¡age and fam¡ly law, rel¡gious liberty, human rights, and law and religion.

Emory Law students have electêd him Most outstanding Probssor 1 2 times. The Black Law

Students Association has also êlêcted him lvlost Outstânding Professor. More thân 1 00

students have publ¡shed books and articles under h¡s suPêruision.

Emory University has recogn¡zâd his teaching with two CrystalApple Awards, the Emory

Wlliams Distinguishêd Teaching Award, thê Distinguished Faculty Lecturs Award and the

Univêrsity Scholar Teachêr Award, which was matched by a nat¡onal award from the United

Msthodist church Board of H¡gher Educat¡on.

Witte has delivered more than 350 public þctures around thê world and is a regular keynote

spoaker at academic conferences. Hê has published 220 articles, 1 5 journal symposia and 27

monogEphs and anthologies, w¡th five monographs undor contract.

"Professor Witte's wr¡tings and lectures havê put him at the lorefrcnt of law and religlon

scholars around the world," says D€an Robêrt A Schapiro. "His work is known and praised by

scholars of law, theology, philosophy, ethics, politics and history alike."

He wr¡tes on diversê and complex topics in an authoritative, readable style H¡s writings have

boen translatod into 15 languagas and have dEwn pra¡se from scholars around the world.

Notable titles includs "Law and Protestantism: The Legal Teachirgs of the Lutheran

Reformation" (Cambridge Univêrsity Press,2002); "Thê Beformation of Rights: [aw, Religion,

and Human Rights in Early Modem Calvinism" (Cambr'dge Univeßity Press,2004; "The Sins of

the Fathers: The Law and Thælogy of lllegiùmacy Reconsiderêd" (Camb,ridge Unìversìty Press,

2009); "Religion and thê American Constitutional Exp€rimânt" (3d ed , Westview Press, 2011);

Sæ All Fvênts u



"From Sacrament to Contract: Marriage, Religion and taw ¡n the Wêstêm Tradition" (2d ed ,

WestminstêrJohn Knox Press,2012); and "Religion and Human Rights: An lntroduction"

(Oxford University Press, 201 2).

Camb¡'¡dge University Press will publish 'The W6tern Câsê for Morìogamy ovor Polygamy,"

eady noxt year. Cambridge is âlso publish¡ng a new bæk sêries on law and Chrbtianity, with

Witte as sêriês editor. Witte has edited the Emory Univesity Studios in Law and Religion seriês,

an imprlnt of William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company since 1994.

Under Witte's direct¡on sinco 1987, ths Centêr for the Study of [âw and Religion has seryed as

a model of strong multidisciplinary scholaßhip as well as a modol for law and religion ¡nitiativês

at universities amund the world

With major tund¡ng trom the McDonald, Pew, Lilly, Luce, Temploton and Ford foundations,

Witte has directed a dozen multi-year international research projects on issues of democracy,

religious frædom and human rights; marriage, family, soxuality, and children; and Chr¡stian

theories of law, politics and society. These projêcts havê yiolded more than 1m public forums

and more than 1 50 volumês. Spêakors at intomational conferences hostêd by the Centêr for the

Study of Law and Relig¡on hâvê includ€d Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Presidênt Jimmy Carter,

His Holiness the Xlvth Dalai Lama and Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks.

"lt has þeen my great fortune to spend my entirê carcü at a university that provided thê

freodom, encouragement, colleagues and resources to blaze trails in the field of law and

religion," Witte said. "We are really just gêtting start€d in this f¡êld. There are so many dêêp

quost¡ons and hard issuês to exploro. I am immensely honored and blêssed to do this work

hêre wlth my wonderful colleaguês and students - and with the support of â university

professoßhip."

W¡tte becomes the Iaw school's foufth Woodrutf professor, whìch is the highest honor Emory

can bestow on a faculty membêr. The first, Harold J. Bêrman, came to Emory from Harvard in

1985, bringing Wittê wìth h¡m. ln 2003, Emory brought Michael J. Perry and l\¡aÉha Albertson

Fineman to the law school as Woodruff professoF

Witte will cont¡nue to serue as Alonzo L McDonald Distinguishêd Professor. He will give up thê

Jonas Robitscher Professoship in [âw and Ethics he has hêld sinco 1994.

Wittê received h¡s bachelor of arts from Calv¡n College and his jur¡s doctor from Haruard

University in 1985

(http://www.êmory. edu/home4r¡ödxtì¡lhüex. htm l)
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lawcom mun¡cations@smory.edu

(mailto:lawcomm unications@emory.edu)

1301 Clifton Road NE

Atlanta, GA 3(822-2770
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