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Journalism 
STATEMENT OF NOMINATION
If one wanted an example of an esteemed international journalist, widely influential throughout the English-speaking world, a champion in the world-wide struggle for political, economic, and cultural freedom; one would, I believe, think first of all of John O’Sullivan. A powerful intellect, as well as forceful promulgator of serious policy proposals, O’Sullivan has been a senior advisor and speech writer for Margaret Thatcher, the editor of National Review for more than a decade, and recently the executive editor and vice-president of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty. 

O’Sullivan is the author of “The President, the Pope, and the Prime Minister,” a truly definitive account of the roles of Ronald Reagan, John Paul the Second, and Margaret Thatcher in the West’s historic victory over communism. The book has been published in seven languages including Spanish, Italian, Portuguese, Polish, Hungarian, and Czech. 

In future years, as we are confronted with historical amnesia John O’Sullivan’s book will become even more valuable in understanding the end of the cold war. It will become a perennial classic in the history of freedom.

For 2015-2016 O’Sullivan is the editor of Quadrant magazine, the foremost high quality journal of opinion in Australia. He remains the Director of the Danube Institute in Budapest, a think tank promoting conservative ideas in Central Europe and the English-speaking world. 

In all of his journalist postings at the London Times, the Daily Telegraph, National Review, the National Interest, UPI, the National Post (Canada), and Radio Liberty John O’Sullivan has served the cause of liberty world-wide. 

CV FOR JOHN O’SULLIVAN

Mr. O’Sullivan is a journalist, author, lecturer and

broadcaster. He is currently President of the Danube

Institute in Budapest, Assistant Editor of the Hungarian

Review, English Edition as well as Editor of Quadrant

Magazine in Sydney, Australia. The Danube Institute

exists to provide an independent center of intellectual

debate for conservatives and classical liberals and their

democratic opponents in Central Europe.

Based in Budapest and Washington it seeks to engage

with centre-right institutions, scholars, political parties

and individuals of achievement across the region to

discuss problems of mutual interest.

The Institute also seeks to establish a two-way

transmission belt for center-right ideas, policies and

people between Central Europe, Western Europe, and

the English speaking world, and to provide an

authoritative source of rational and commonsense

reporting and commentary for those covering Central

Europe for the world outside the region.

Quadrant Magazine is Australia’s leading conservative

journal covering politics, culture, economics and

history.

He is also co-founder of Twenty-first Century

Initiatives, a Washington, D. C. based think tank, and a

current Fellow of the National Review Institute, and

served as editor-in-chief of National Review magazine

for almost a decade until 1998.

His book, "The President, the Pope, and the Prime

Minister," on the roles played by Pope John Paul II,

President Reagan and Prime Minister Thatcher in the

collapse of communism and the revival of Western

market democracies, has been published in English,

Portuguese, Spanish, Czech, Polish, Italian, and

Hungarian.

In 1987-88 he served as a Special Adviser to Prime

Minister Margaret Thatcher in Downing Street, covering

health and social security, defense procurement, and

the Arts. During this period and after he left Downing

Street, he served informally as a regular speech-writer

for the Prime Minister. He was the principal author of

the 1987 Conservative election manifesto. Later he was

one of the small team that assisted Lady Thatcher in the

writing of her two volumes of memoirs. And for several

years in the 1990s he served both as an informal

advisor to Lady Thatcher and as a member of the

Academic Advisory Board of the Thatcher Foundations.

John O'Sullivan is the former Executive Editor of Radio

Free Europe and Radio Liberty in Prague and a Vice-

President of the RFERL Corporation. RFERL broadcasts

via radio and the internet to twenty nations across

Eurasia in twenty- eight languages. It is a private

company wholly financed by the United States Congress

and overseen by the Broadcasting Board of Governors in

Washington. As Vice-President of the corporation Mr.

O’Sullivan had a special responsibility for developing

new and enhanced methods of cooperation with the

other agencies of U.S. international broadcasting.

He is the founder and co-chairman of the New Atlantic

Initiative, an international bipartisan effort dedicated to

reinvigorating and expanding the Atlantic community of

democracies. The NAI was formally launched at the

Congress of Prague in May 1996 by President Vaclav Havel and Lady Thatcher. It played a major role in bringing the countries of Central

and Eastern Europe into NATO.

In recent years he has been a senior fellow at the

Hudson Institute (2006 to 2009); editor of the

distinguished foreign policy quarterly, the National

Interest, from 2003 to 2005; and editor-in-chief of

United Press International from 2001 to 2003. From

1998 to 2001 he was an editorial consultant to

Hollinger International Inc. and a leading member of the

team that created the National Post, Canada’s first

national newspaper. The National Post reached a

circulation of more than 350,000 within a few months

of its launch, equivalent to a circulation of 3.5 million in

the American media market.

Among his earlier posts in journalism Mr. O’Sullivan was

the associate editor of the London Times (in charge of

the editorial and op-ed pages) 1986-87; editorial page

editor of the New York Post 1984-86; assistant editor

and parliamentary sketch-writer for the Daily Telegraph

for two periods 1972-79 and 1983-84; and London

Correspondent for Radio Telefis Eireann, Ireland’s state

broadcasting corporation, where he received his

journalistic training. He has been a regular center-page

columnist for the (London) Daily Telegraph, the

(London) Times, the (London) Independent, the Toronto

Sun, the (Canadian) National Post, the Toronto Globe

and Mail, and The Australian.

Mr. O’Sullivan has held several positions in the world of

think tanks. In addition to the aforementioned think

tanks, he was Director of Studies at the Heritage

Foundation in Washington (1979-83), where he was

editor of Policy Review. Later he held a senior fellowship

at the Nixon Center, 2003-2005, where he edited the

National Interest and later was a fellow at the Hudson

Institute.

Mr. O'Sullivan was educated at St. Mary’s College in

Crosby, Lancashire, and London University where he was

awarded a classics degree and later a diploma in social

studies. He held a fellowship at Harvard’s Institute of

Politics in 1983. And he has an honorary degree in law

from the Lewis and Clark University in Oregon.

His first job was as a tutor at Swinton Conservative

College where he edited the Swinton Journal--the first

of the four magazines he has edited in all. He stood for

Parliament as a Conservative in the 1970 general

election for Gateshead West and achieved the second

highest swing to the Tories in Britain. His successful

Labour opponent subsequently became a Conservative

MP.

He sits on the Advisory Council of the Social Affairs Unit

London, the Honorary Board of the Civic Institute in

Prague, and the Advisory Board of The Museum of

Terror in Budapest. He is a frequent contributor to

papers on both sides of the Atlantic and frequently

lectures on British and American politics. He was made a Commander of the British Empire in the 1991 New Year’s Honours List.
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