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STATEMENT OF NOMINATION:  Forty years ago, Washington think tanks were known for their heavy tomes and dry academic analysis— until The Heritage Foundation initiated a new method: concise, credible research and analysis that arrived before policy debates instead of after them. As director of research and later executive vice president and COO of Heritage, Philip Truluck played a key role in revolutionizing the status quo through “Backgrounders” and “Issue Briefs:” today, every Washington think tank from the Brookings Institution to the Center for American Progress follows the Heritage research model. 

Over the course of more than three decades, Phil’s hands-on management has been a critical force in moving The Heritage Foundation from the periphery of the public policy world to its vanguard, and with it, changing the face of public policy debates in Washington and across the nation. But this is not merely a past achievement: Phil’s presence during the recent leadership transition at Heritage has resulted in the resounding success of The Daily Signal, a widely-read conservative news and opinion outlet, and the growing influence of Heritage Action for America, a lobbying arm which translates our policy research into activism in Congress and across the country. 

In the space of the last two years, he has helped shape Heritage under new leadership and served to expand its influence both on and off Capitol Hill, guiding the development of our three research institutions and their influential annual indices to measure Economic Freedom, Military Strength, and Culture. There aren’t many others who have served to build institutional conservative fortresses like Phil Truluck, and the whole movement owes him a debt of gratitude.
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