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Statement of Nomination:

J. Dennis (Dennie) Hastert was the longest serving Republican Speaker of the House in the history of Congress, holding that office from 1999-2007. Prior to that he served as chief deputy majority whip in the House in the 104th Congress and as U.S. representative from the 14th district of the state of Illinois from 1987-2009.

He is best known as the “coach,” a wrestling coach and teacher, an ordinary citizen, who was called upon by his friends and neighbors to run for public office. He served initially three terms as a representative in the state legislature and then with enormous distinction, integrity and common sense in the U.S. Congress. Like Ronald Reagan, he identified with ordinary people and credited others with his achievements. He is precisely the kind of public servant that should be honored by the Bradley Prize.  

Supporting Documentation:

During his 20 years in the House, Speaker Hastert promoted efforts to lower taxes, improve education, strengthen Social Security and Medicare, and fortify national defense. He championed legislation to balance the federal budget, cut taxes and government waste, and clean up the environment. He also passed legislation to reduce government regulations in areas such as trucking and telecommunications in order to increase competition and consumer choice. His efforts also extended to energy development, telecommunications reform, and health care reform, which resulted in the development and implementation of Health Savings Accounts.

During his tenure as Speaker of the House, Speaker Hastert was instrumental in passing post-September 11th antiterrorism legislation and historical legislation to create a Department of Homeland Security—the most significant restructuring of federal government in the past 50 years.

Since leaving the Congress, he continues his public service on behalf of individual liberty and free market capitalism. In 2010 he raised the money to create the J. Dennis Hastert Center for Economics, Government, and Public Policy at Wheaton College, Wheaton, Illinois, where he graduated in 1960. The Hastert Center affirms the following values, institutions, and policy interests:

· The integration of Christian faith with thought and action

· The beneficial role of well-functioning markets, free enterprise, and competition

· The foundation and relevance of economic analysis in the design and administration of public policies

· The value of incentives
· The benefits of localized decision making
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