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Statement of Nomination:

Aaron Friedberg is the most distinguished member of a small number of mid-career, conservative foreign policy intellectuals at first-tier American universities. I would compare him with another Princeton professor on the domestic politics side, Robert George, who won the Bradley Prize in 2005. Professor George is an exceptional scholar of the American constitution and politics; Professor Friedberg is an exceptional scholar of American foreign policy and international affairs. George runs an institute and is politically active. Friedberg has served in government on Vice President Cheney’s staff and is leading the effort to establish Alexander Hamilton Societies on academic campuses around the country to promote conservative thought in world studies (as George did to establish Federalist Societies to promote conservative thought on American law campuses). 

Dr. Friedberg is a model for mid-career conservative political scientists and intellectuals. His choice as a Bradley Prize recipient would encourage conservative foreign policy scholarship throughout the academic community and raise its visibility and prestige. Liberal foundations flood the academic world with genius awards, prestigious fellowships and book prizes, many for less well known but upcoming scholars. The award gives these mid-career scholars a boost in media and public visibility. By contrast, most conservative foundations ignore or relatively neglect academic accomplishments. Bradley is the exception. It has taken the lead to compete with liberal foundations in the academic world, something that in my lifetime conservative foundations have done successfully in the think tank world and now increasingly in the world of broadcast media (e.g. Fox News). To compete more aggressively in the academic world, Friedberg is the ideal place to start. I know Friedberg well and can testify personally to the inspiration he has been to me and others in the academic and foreign policy community.
Supporting Documentation:
Dr. Friedberg has earned stellar academic credentials in a University community that liberal intellectuals dominate. He has written three outstanding books, The Weary Titan: Britain and the Experience of Relative Decline, 1895–1905 (Princeton, 1988); In the Shadow of the Garrison State: America’s Anti-Statism and Its Cold War Grand Strategy (Princeton 2000); and A Contest for Supremacy: China, America and the Struggle for Mastery in Asia, (W.W. Norton, 2011). The first book won the Helen Dwight Reid Award for the best doctoral dissertation in the field of international relations, law and politics and the Edgar Furniss National Security Book Award for the best book in national security studies. 

Dr. Friedberg has received numerous prestigious fellowships from, among others, the Council on Foreign Relations, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, and Harvard University’s Center for International Affairs. In 2001 he was selected as the first holder of the Henry Alfred Kissinger Chair in Foreign Policy and International Relations at the Library of Congress. He served from June 2003 to June 2005 as Deputy Assistant for National Security Affairs and Director of Policy Planning, Office of the Vice President of the United States, Richard Cheney. He has since returned to his academic post at Princeton and is now eminently qualified to be considered for the Bradley Prize. 
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