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NOMINEE INFORMATION:

Name: Charles Murray
Title: W.H. Brady Scholar in Culture and Freedom
Organization: American Enterprise Institute
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    Washington DC 20036
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Areas of Expertise:

· Civic Renewal & Responsibility

· Civil Rights & Society

· Conservative Thought
· Culture
· Family Values
· Religion & Society
· Welfare Reform
STATEMENT OF NOMINATION:
Charles Murray is the greatest social policy thinker of our generation. He has written three extraordinary books, each of which alone would merit the Bradley Prize.
Losing Ground (1984) is the most devastating critique of Lyndon Johnson’s Great Society ever published. Murray shows that America was dramatically reducing poverty in the 1950s and early to mid 1960s, that this progress came to an abrupt halt in the late 1960s when Great Society programs went into effect, and that family structure, employment, and crime victimization rates for poor blacks rapidly worsened with the massive expansion of federal anti-poverty programs.
In Pursuit: Of Happiness and Good Government (1988) brilliantly examines the Founders’ contention that all men enjoy an unalienable right to pursue happiness. Murray draws on both Aristotle and psychology research to show that happiness comes from the ability to exercise responsibility--to do a job well, to raise a family, to contribute to the “little platoons” of community problem-solving. One of the greatest tragedies of big government is the way it threatens happiness by robbing individuals and communities of the power to make decisions. 
Coming Apart (2012) powerfully documents one of the great crises facing our country: the steep decline in marriage, industriousness, honesty, and religiosity not only among blacks and Hispanics but also within the white working class. Strong vibrant communities that may have been materially poor but were once spiritually rich and filled with hope for the future have been devastated by decades of the welfare state and cultural permissiveness. This social disintegration endangers upward mobility and the future of freedom. 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH:
Charles Murray is a political scientist, author, and libertarian. He first came to national attention in 1984 with the publication of Losing Ground, which has been credited as the intellectual foundation for the Welfare Reform Act of 1996. His 1994 New York Times bestseller, The Bell Curve (Free Press, 1994), coauthored with the late Richard J. Herrnstein, sparked heated controversy for its analysis of the role of IQ in shaping America’s class structure. Murray's other books include What It Means to Be a Libertarian (1997), Human Accomplishment (2003), In Our Hands (2006), and Real Education (2008). His most recent book, Coming Apart (Crown Forum, 2012), describes an unprecedented divergence in American classes over the last half century.

Experience

· AEI scholar since 1990

· Senior Fellow, Manhattan Institute for Policy Research, 1982-90

· Research Scientist, American Institutes for Research, 1969-1970, 1974-1981

· Peace Corps Volunteer and US-AID contractor in Thailand, 1965-69

Ph.D., political science, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

B.A., history, Harvard University
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